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What did ABATE do in 2023? 

Every year, we get asked “What 

did ABATE do this Year?” Well 

here are the highlights from Illi-

nois and DC for the year 2023. 

These successes happen because 

of members like you and the sup-

port you give to ABATE of Illinois. Feel free to share with 

members and non-members alike to help grow our organization.  

Bills ABATE authored that passed & have been signed; SB896 

which legalizes Red LED underglow while braking along with 

LED insert lighting for turn signals, wrap around signals and 

disc signals.  HB2582 which removes the duplicate testing re-

quirement for 16 & 17 year old motorcyclists while keeping the 

mandate that they take the MSF class. Both laws take effect Jan 

1, 2024 

Bills ABATE supported that have been signed into law; HB2131 

creates a zero traffic fatality taskforce and gives a “motorcycle 

rights organization” a seat on the taskforce. We are currently 

working with the Governor’s office on that appointment. 

HB2231 treats UBER, Lyft, Door Dash, etc equal to other trans-

portation companies when it comes to lawsuits. Uber drivers 

have killed motorcyclists while driving for Uber and Uber was 

not able to be sued, whereas a cab company would’ve been lia-

ble. HB2431 bans videoconferencing while driving.  

Only one bill that ABATE opposed was signed into law. The 

revenue omnibus bill included a provision for 3 years of tax 

credits on E-15 sales. ABATE was the only group opposed to 

this bill, and our opposition was strongly noted during floor de-

bate.  

Bills that ABATE has defeated (for now); HB1108 creates a 

noise monitoring program on Lake Shore Drive (which leads to 

uneven enforcement against motorcycles). HB1634 / SB2050 

mandate IL follow CA air emissions requirements banning com-

bustion engines by 2035 and harming off road racing. HB3238 

is a body armor ban that bans the ownership of some motorcycle 

protective gear due to it containing Kevlar.  

Off Road issues – ABATE has reached an agreement on lan-

guage for a bill that would allow OHV to use county & township 

roads. The agreement moves our position to neutral instead of 

opposed. ABATE was also informed that $1 million is available 

in the OHV trails fund which IDNR is asking our help in pro-

moting the next round of grants to be awarded from that fund. 

The State-owned OHV Park near Carbondale is one step 

closer to reality as IDNR has filed the rules that will govern the 

park with JCAR. This is a crucial step to being able to actually 

open the park. 

Motorcycle Training Issues – There had been a path to move 

forward with a possible statewide training partner. Personalities 

at IDOT and legal issues threaten to end training in the Northern 

2/3 of the state. However, ABATE of Illinois has learned that 

there are viable partners who want to bid on the Central and 

Northern Regions, but IDOT is not releasing new notices of 

funding opportunity which are needed for these partners to 

bid on. IDOT has a new safety bureau chief who has agreed to 

meet with ABATE, but we are approaching it cautiously. In the 

interim, ABATE will be asking members to call their representa-

tives to ask IDOT to release these notices so that new partners 

can come forward to take over training. 

Autonomous vehicles in Illinois. No one in Illinois is interested 

in moving forward with Autonomous Vehicle regulations cur-

rently. The consensus is vehicle code and liability laws are 

written in such a way that it’s creating gridlock on how to 

move forward. ABATE had planned on working on smaller 

bills to try and codify that vehicles must have a driver present 

and in control at all times for now while the bigger conversa-

tions continue. We were advised that this would be a very steep 

climb for veto session, so we will be regrouping for spring 2024.  

Illinois Legislative Agenda 2024 – ABATE will maintain the 

same agenda as 2023 for now. It will be printed in the next print 

Newsletter. 

DC Update – In September, I went out to DC prior to MOTM in 

Pennsylvania. This was the result of conversations between Bob 

Ellinger and myself. Three primary issues were discussed with 

our delegation & NHTSA. Here are the results 

 

Right to Repair – All of the Illinois delegation is aware of this 

issue, and they are interested in seeing a revised bill passed. Ap-

parently, this issue was the primary reason a freshman Congress-

woman from Washington was elected, so it has a lot of attention. 

While ABATE was out in DC, the Autocare folks pushing for 

this bill held a day of action. We were able to get several good 

national contacts on the issue and pass them on to the MRF.  

Motorcycle Advisory Committee - This committee was sup-

posed to be seated by USDOT almost 2 years ago, but they had 

not done it yet. In the course of ABATE visits to DC, Congress-

man Raja Krishnamoorthi’s staff floated the idea of a congres-

sional delegation letter to USDOT. It was supported by Con-

gressman Darin LaHood, Congresswoman Nikki Budzinski 

& Congressman Mike Bost who took it a step further and 

posed a formal question to USDOT in a committee hearing the 

very next day after talking with ABATE. The MAC ended up 

being submitted to the Federal Register the next week. The 

MRF, ABATE, and AMA had all been working on this issue. 

Thankfully it ended up very successful. Now motorcyclists will 

have a direct voice on planning national infrastructure.  

Driverless cars / NHTSA – Congresswoman Robin Kelly’s 

staff suggested that we review draft legislation from Congress-

woman Debbie Dingel of Michigan before meeting with 

NHTSA the next day and that we reach out to her office to 

schedule a meeting. That legislation proved to be very detailed 

and had several provisions we could support, so ABATE of Illi-

nois conferred with MRF, then called ABATE of Michigan to 

see if they were ok with us talking to their Congresswoman. 

ABATE of Michigan gave their blessing and we attempted to 

LEGISLATIVE                

REPORT                   
By Josh 

“SKI”  

Witkowski                            

https://www.abate-il.org/legislative/
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Join ABATE Today  and / or Donate to ABATE  

schedule a meeting. During that time ABATE of Illinois met 

with NHTSA regarding driverless cars. We were introduced to 

the head of vehicle collision avoidance testing along with sev-

eral other people in the room and online. It was an interesting 

meeting where we took notes to compare with MRF later that 

week as they had met with a different slate of NHTSA folks 

too. During this meeting, the Dingel proposal was brought up. 

NHTSA admitted to providing technical assistance in its draft-

ing & suggested ABATE of Illinois be involved with her 

office on this process. After leaving the meeting, Congress-

woman Budzinski happened to catch me on the street in front 

of the DOT building. I told her about wanting to set up the 

meeting with Rep Dingel of Michigan, and she got her staff 

involved to help make a better connection. Within 30 minutes 

of Rep Budzinski’s involvement, ABATE of Illinois got the 

meeting with Rep Dingel’s office. ABATE of Illinois was 

able to make contact and work with her staff that is drafting 

the proposal, then brief Rocky & Jay with MRF when we got 

to Pennsylvania for Meeting of the Minds. There is now a 

unified plan in place to work these issues together Federal-

ly. 

National Legislative Agenda 2024 – At Meeting of the Minds 

2023, the national legislative agenda was changed to move the 

monitoring of lane splitting / filtering laws up to medium 

priority. There are now over a dozen states with potential 

legislation dealing with this issue.  

ABATE & MRF – At the August BOD meeting, the question 

of our partnership and participation with MRF was asked, so 

here is a brief history of ABATE & MRF partnership. In 2018, 

ABATE of Illinois invited Tiffani with MRF to be our guest 

speaker at the Freedom Rally & changed our DC trip to coin-

cide with Bikers in the Beltway. Since 2018, ABATE of Illi-

nois has delivered sponsors on every MRF priority in DC, 

often leading the way or at least in the top 3 states. We have 

donated thousands of dollars, hosted events, and participated 

in every legislative meeting. ABATE of Illinois has brought 

several things to those meetings that the MRF is now touting 

nationally such as the California Exemption to the clean air act 

and how that affects the future of the Internal Combustion 

Engine. We have brought forth knowledge on EVs, AVs, Fu-

ture of transport and trends to every MOTM. MRF even made 

a point of asking ABATE input on EVs during MOTM 2022 

in Des Moines. Rocky and Ski text fairly regularly & ABATE 

has been working with Rocky & Jay Jackson on AV issues. As 

you can see, the recent coordination in DC is a continuation 

of the strong partnership that ABATE of Illinois has main-

tained with those in the MRF who want to see a partnership 

flourish. 

Moving to the Future – At the October BOD meeting, I asked 

for Theo Graff to become an Assistant / Co Legislative Coor-

dinator in 2024. So, if I am elected for 2024, I will be working 

to give Theo the support he needs to eventually become a suc-

cessful E-board member in his own right. Theo has been very 

active as a young board representative and a former chapter 

president. In his personal life, Theo and his dad have been 

very active in several different grassroots and lobbying organi-

zations. I feel that he will make a great addition to our team 

for 2024 and we would appreciate your support in the Decem-

ber elections. Additionally, I have asked Hunter John Harris to 

join us to give perspective from ABATE’s original days & he 

has agreed to come on board to assist in training the next gen-

eration of legislative leaders for ABATE.  

I look forward to seeing everyone in December at the Christ-
mas Party – Josh “SKI” Witkowski  

https://www.abate-il.org/join-us
https://www.abate-il.org/Donate
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Northwest Region Chapters 
Big River–9*Closed as of 2/2023 
Blackhawk-11 
Freeport-1 
Kishwaukee Valley-2 
Open Roads-13 
Starved Rock-12 
Thunder Rock-4 
Twin Rivers-10 

West Central Region Chapters 
Central Illinois -15 
Freebird-23  
Freedom Valley-16/17 
Illini-21*Closed as of 10/2022* 
Lamoine Valley-20 
Lincoln Land-29 
Pathfinders-27 
Peo-Taz-16/17 
Tri-County-28 

Southwest Region 
Backroads-44 
Black Diamond-35 
Kaskaskia Valley-42 
Piasa-Gateway-38 
Shoal Creek-36 
St. Clair-41 

 

Northeast Region Chapters 
Chicago-6 
Dukane-5 
Northern Illinois-3 
South Suburban-8 
Will County-14 
Windy City-7 
East Central Region Chapters 
Eastern Illinois-26 
Embarras Valley-31 
Heart of Illinois-22 
Heartland-18*Closed as of 02/2023* 
Liberty-34 
Mid-State-32 
Old River-33 
Prairieland-30 
Salt Creek-24 
State Line Riders-19 
Ten Mile Creek-25 

Southeast Region Chapters 
Crawford County-37 
Freedom Riders-39 
Richland County-40 
Shawnee Hills-46 
Southern Illinois 27-43 
Union Jack-45 

What is ABATE? 

A Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education ensures that 

the rights and freedoms  enjoyed by motorcyclists/   

off-roaders/ATV riders in Illinois will not disappear. 

ABATE believes that freedom of choice is one we can’t 

lose and will work with state and local legislators to 

ensure that freedom    is never lost for motorcyclists in 

the     State of Illinois. ABATE will ensure that           

motorcycles are a primary mode of    transportation in 

Illinois and see to it    that motorcyclists are included 

in all aspects of transportation planning in the future. 

https://www.abate-il.org/Northwest-Region
https://www.abate-il.org/page-18078
https://www.abate-il.org/page-18080
https://www.abate-il.org/page-18077
https://www.abate-il.org/page-18079
https://www.abate-il.org/page-18081
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STATE COORDINATOR    Bob “Mouse” Ellinger  

815-674-5944  coordinator@abate-il.org  
 
ASSISTANT STATE COORDINATOR   Scott Carter  

217-620-1707  assistantcoord@abate-il.org  
 
OFFICE MANAGER   Paula Ward    
Ph. 800-87-ABATE /309-343-6588     
PO Box 526  Avon IL 61415-0526  

office@abate-il.org    
 
SECRETARY   Teri Smith  

217-621-9226  secretary@abate-il.org  
 
TREASURER   Paul Truax  

217-741-2233  treasurer@abate-il.org 
 
LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR   Josh “Ski” Witkowski  

217-816-2646 legislative@abate-il.org  
 
SAFETY & EDUCATION COORDINATOR                          

John Anderson 217-725-4509 safety@abate-il.org                                    
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR   Chris Hansen  

630-618-7551   pr@abate-il.org  
 
BIKE RAFFLE COORDINATOR   Howard Nation  

217.341.6483 bike@abate-il.org  
 
ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR   Sharilyn Kibler-Russell      

217-480-5212  activities@abate-il.org  
 
NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR  Sonya Link   

309-696-0450  newsletter@abate-il.org  
 
 PRODUCTS COORDINATOR   Paulette Korte                       

618-980-5622 products@abate-il.org  
 
NORTHWEST REGION COORDINATOR   

Robert Ruddell  309-721-8871  northwest@abate-il.org  

 

NORTHEAST REGION COORDINATOR   

Rich Gruner   847-533-8349 northeast@abate-il.org  

 

WEST CENTRAL REGION COORDINATOR  

 April Jones  309-252-8429   west@abate-il.org  

 

EAST CENTRAL REGION Co-COORDINATOR   

 William “Howdy” Mills 217-260-6649 east@abate-il.org                                         

 

SOUTHWEST REGION COORDINATOR  

Martha Patterson 618-520-1598 southwest@abate-il.org  

 

SOUTHEAST REGION COORDINATOR 

Bob Stout 812-841-7748 southeast@abate-il.org  
 

BY-LAW REVIEW COMMITTEE Teri Smith—Chair,  

WC-Hunter John,  Mike Thompson (Alt.) NW- Sandy Murrell, 

Neal Toepfer (Alt.)  EC-William “Howdy” Mills,                    

SW-Martha Patterson, SE– Bob Stout, NE- Pat Jones, Chris 

Hansen (Alt.)  

PARLIAMENTARIAN   Rich Kinkade 618-514-3422                                     

parlimentarian@abate-il.org 

 

ABATEPAC 

NORTHEAST REGION TRUSTEES:  

 Rich Gruner,  847-533-8349    r.gruner@sbcglobal.net 

 Dan Harper, 773-330-3111  danimal1500@hotmail.com 

 Chris Hansen, 630-618-7551 chrishdguy@gmail.com 

 Patrick Jones 708-280-6053    chgothnder@aol.com  

 Rick Silva 773-899-0076 esilva1567@yahoo.com 

NORTHWEST REGION TRUSTEES: 

 Neal Toepfer 815-297-5819  abatepac@comcast.net      

(Secretary/Treasurer)                  

EAST CENTRAL REGION TRUSTEES:  

 Joel Wannenmacher 217-317-9384                                                

joelwannemcher@yahoo.com  

 Sharilyn Kibler-Russell  217-480-5212                                     

sharilynkiblerrussell@yahoo.com  

WEST CENTRAL REGION TRUSTEES: 

 "Hunter" John Harris, 309-678-8613                                                

hunterjohn69@comcast.net (Chairman) 

  Mike Thompson, 217-219-5550 semilucky1@yahoo.com 

 SOUTHWEST REGION TRUSTEES: 

  Rich KinKade, 618-514-3422 swregionapac@gmail.com 

SOUTHEAST REGION TRUSTEE:     

  
 

FEDPAC 

 

 Chairman: Ryan Hubbard 309-267-0606                                  

fedpac@abate-il.org 

 Treasurer:  Elizabeth Winters 847-505-9017                                                                    

fedpactreasurer@yahoo.com 

 Trustee: “Hunter” John Harris 309-678-8613                      

hunterjohn69@comcast.net 

 Trustee: Mike Scovel 815-557-8525 

mikes@willcoabate.org 

 Trustee: Bob Myers 618-917-4919  

bobkat63@frontiernet.net 

 Trustee: Dennis Yeager 815-238-6262                                 

cleaver1957@gmail.com 

 Trustee: Patrick Jones 708-280-6053    

chgothnder@aol.com 

 Trustee: Chris Hansen  630-618-7551   

chrishdguy@gmail.com 

 Trustee: Rick Silva 773-899-0076                                          

esilva1567@yahoo.com 

 Trustee: Rich Kinkade 618-514-3422                                     

swregionapac@gmail.com 

 Trustee: Sharilyn Kibler-Russell  217-480-5212                                     

sharilynkiblerrussell@yahoo.com 

 MRF REPRESENTATIVES 

 Dennis Yeager  815-238-6262  cleaver1957@gmail.com 
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 Elizabeth Winters  847-505-9017 starbrite57@gmail.com   

 Dellan Stustsman 217-473-2295 lacefiredog@yahoo.com 

OFF ROAD ISSUES 

 Contact “Hunter” John Harris 309-678-8613                     

hunterjohn69@comcast.net 

WEB SITE   abate-il.org       

 Teri Smith - secretary@abate-il.org       

LOBBYIST  Josh Witkowski  
773-234-3578 Josh@xlnservices.com 
 

ADVERTISING 

Paula Ward 

PO Box 526 

Avon IL 61415-0526 

office@abate-il.org 

Camera ready ads and flyers only.  If you submit anything  

otherwise, it will not be printed.  Please send flyers or pictures 

as a JPEG or TIF. Articles preferred as an e-mail or attachment 

in Microsoft Word. 

 
 

ADVERTISING RATES    

Business Card…. $10 per issue 

1/4 page     4w x 5h.……...$40 per issue 

1/2 page    8w x 5h…….... $75 per issue 

Full page    8w x10h … ... $150 per issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 
No advertisement will be accepted if it contains material that is 

not consistent with A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois’ stated mission or 

goals i.e. safeguarding the rights of all motorcyclists.  

Report errors and omissions to  

newsletter@abate-il.org

 
All classified ads are due by the SECOND SATURDAY of the 

month and will run for at least 3 months, or until space is  

needed. Be sure and let me know if your item has sold so it can 

be removed and leave room for someone whose item has not 

sold! 

newsletter@abate-il.org 

DISCLAIMER   

The views and opinions expressed in the articles in this paper 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views 

of   ABATE of Illinois, Inc. or its officers. 

 

ABATE of Illinois News is a publication of; 

ABATE of Illinois, Inc. 

PO Box 526 

Avon IL 61415-0526 

Ph: (309) 343-6588  

 

E-mail: newsletter@abate-il.org  or office@abate-il.org 

The paper is intended solely for informing its members of  

issues affecting motorcycling. All rights are reserved. ABATE 

of IL News will accept articles pertaining to ABATE and                 

motorcycling. NO letters containing personal attacks,         

profanities, or issues not related to motorcycling will be      

considered for publication. We cannot guarantee the            

publication of any article received after the 2nd Saturday of the 

month deadline. If you want your news on time, then you must 

be on time. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE                                           

10% INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED ON 

PAST DUE BILLS EVERY 30 DAYS! 

CHAPTERS RECEIVE 50% DISCOUNT ON AD 

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR MEMBERS 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

 

NAME (S) __________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________ 

CITY ______________________________   COUNTY ______________________ 
 

STATE _________  ZIP CODE _________   PHONE NUMBER  ______________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP #  (S)  ___________________     __________________________ 
 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT ___________ SENATE DISTRICT ____________ 
 

REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT __________________ 
 

 

 

ABATE of Illinois and Social Media 

Twitter @abateofillinois  

Instagram (@abateofillinois) 

Facebook (@ABATE4IL) 

YouTube Channel.  

A.B.A.T.E. OF Ill. Inc. 

PO Box 526 

Avon, IL 61415-0526 

office@abate-il.org    

mailto:hunterjohn69@comcast.net
mailto:ski@abate-il.org
mailto:abateil87@yahoo.com
mailto:abateil87@yahoo.com
https://twitter.com/ABATEofIllinois
https://www.instagram.com/abateofillinois/
https://www.facebook.com/ABATE4IL
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCENgOqRAXj2IISTFb52g-6Q
mailto:office@abate-il.org
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Hi again A.B.A.T.E., As riding season is coming down to the final few months, I hope eve-
ryone has been able to get out to some of our chapter, and state events this year. It was good 
to see so many events put on and I tried to attend as many as I could. I traveled to several 
other state events this year. Making many new contacts and signing up in states I visited. By 

doing this I received their monthly newsletters. Any time you can make new contacts within organizations like ours it 
opens new ways to gather information on issues across our country and compare their issues with ours and look at how they may 
be approaching an issue that we are working on. Seminars, conferences, state, chapter party’s and events, are information gold 
mines. And hell, you get to meet the best people in the world. Motorcycle riders and freedom fighters. No one can make them all 
but if you can make one or two a year you will see what I’m talking about. Look for events this winter to attend like our seminar 
or chapter get to gatherings around the state. Sit down talk a little shop but remember to have a little fun while you’re at it. Just a 
thought here, but I think it’s a good one. All the people putting on these events and those of us who attend, across the state and 
out state, are our people. They get it, they “we” understand what it means to ride free, to be free and have the will to fight for it.) 
That’s the kind of people I want to hang with, don’t you?  In closing please, please ride safely, look out for your brothers and 
sister while out there and as always thank you for being a part of A.B.A.T.E. you are one of those people I want to hang with. 

 

Your state coordinator Bob (Mouse) Ellinger   

 
 

November is here and Riding Season is finished for some, but not for all.. 
Be careful riding on the roads as the Temperatures Change.. Continue to watch out for the Farm Machinery or any 

Other Farm Vehicles on the road. They can continue to move throughout all hrs. of the night.. Deer Season is in full 
stride and the animals will continue to get bumped out of their spots throughout the night and day.. Always Think 

Safety even when you’re driving a Car/Cage. 
As of 10/15/2023 Illinois Motorcycle Fatalities = 136. 

I expect these numbers to slow down because many riders are putting their Bikes up for the year. 
Special Thanks to those that went to the Driver's Education Regional Workshops! This a great way to meet the Teachers and get 

Signed Up for their Classes! 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
John “Fireball” Anderson  

ABATE of Illinois Safety & Education Coordinator  

     Please keep your officer/contact list up-to-date with the Abate State Office.    

 If you want to make sure you get the latest emails from ABATE, you need to make sure we 

have your email on file.  You can email office@abate-il.org to make sure they have the 

correct email for you.                 

 The alerts will be sent from abate.alerts@abate-il.org, so make sure to add that address to your safe senders list.           

  Paula Ward 

  

OFFICE  
MANAGER    

    No Article Submitted 

                 No Article Submitted 

      No Article Submitted 
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Articles due November 11th for the December issue of the newsletter.  Thank you to the Chapters 

that submit  articles and keeps us updated with the news and events around the state.  If you have updat-

ed logos that you would like to use in the newsletter please email me.  You are welcome to send photos and I will post if there is 

room, please limit the number if photos on printed issues.  New Supporting business letter upon request. 

 

 Sonya Link,     

ABATE of Illinois Newsletter Coordinator. SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES FOR  

   NEWSLETTER TO THIS EMAIL:    newsletter@abate-il.org          

 

 Working on Winter 

 Product for          

           ABATE  of Illinois. 

 Will have things available before the semi-
nar hopefully for the December meeting. 

If emails are sent to the products email before the meeting. 

Going to try to get picture and prices out for everyone to see. 

Working with the Assistant State Coordinator to get Seminar 
shirts for the seminar. 

 

Stay safe. 

Paulette Korte 

Products Coordinator 

Check the website for the latest updates in meetings, events 

and legislative information.  Reminder to clear your cache 

on each device you use before viewing the website. 

Abate-il.org 

ADVERTISING RATES    

Business Card…. $10 per issue 

1/4 page     4w x 5h.……...$40 per issue 

1/2 page    8w x 5h…….... $75 per issue 

Full page    8w x10h … ... $150 per issue 

 
No advertisement will be accepted if it contains material that is 

not consistent with A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois’ stated mission or 

goals i.e. safeguarding the rights of all motorcyclists.  

CHAPTERS RECEIVE 50% DISCOUNT ON AD 

ABATE OF ILLINOIS 

NEWS  

SUPPORTING BUSINESS  

Fee for 1 year of  listing = $50 

mailto:newsletter@abate-il.org
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Warm Fall Greetings 

all, 

I hope everyone has been able to take ad-

vantage of the nice fall days and see some of 

the beautiful colors.   

The BOD meeting on October 21, 2023 was a good meeting.  

We had 34 Chapters represented, with 25 guests.   It was good 

to see so many faces.   The Board passed the following mo-

tions: 

BOD2023-015.  Motion to accept the Executive Board recom-

mendation and retain Paula Ward as office manager at current 

status by Heart of Illinois, seconded by Eastern Illinois.   No 

opposed.   Motion passed.  

BOD2023-016.  Motion to accept the new changes to the schol-

arship program.  $2500 awarded. To include grand children of 

members and nominations due by April first of each year by 

Eastern Illinois, seconded by Kishwaukee Valley.   Blackhawk 

opposed.  Motion passed, 

BOD2023-017.  Motion to increase or allow up to fifteen hun-

dred dollars for the 2023 Christmas party by Old River.  Se-

conded by Blackhawk.  Central, Chicago, Freeport, Piasa-

Gateway, St. Clair, Starved Rock, Ten Mile Creek and Twin Riv-

ers opposed.  Motion passed.   (22-08) 

BOD2023-018 Motion to allow the BOD to decide if the Legisla-

tive Day will be in February or March by Open Roads, seconded 

by Dukane.   All opposed.   Motion failed unanimously.  

BOD2023-019. Motion to accept the 2024 Calendar by Eastern 

Illinois, seconded by Kishwaukee Valley.  Opposed by Black-

hawk, Lamoine Valley and Starved Rock.  Motion passed.  

BOD2023-020. Motion to accept the proposed budget for 2024 

by Heart of Illinois, seconded by Freeport.  Central opposed.   

Motion passed.  

Nominations for the 2024 Executive Board were also held and 

closed during the meeting.  The Elections will be held during 

the December Board of Directors meeting.  

The next meetings will be held at the Route 66 Hotel and Con-

ference Center 

November 18, 2023     Executive Board at 10:00 am 

December 16, 2023     Executive Board at 10:00 am 

   Board of Directors at 1:00pm   

The Christmas party will be held after the Board of Directors 

meeting.  Hope we see many of you there.    If you do plan to 

attend, please bring a dish or treat.   

Have a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Teri Smith 

ABATE of Illinois, Secretary 

 

ABATE of Illinois State Calendar for 

2024 
(Subject to Change) 

 

All Board Meetings will be held at the  

Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center 

625 E St. Joseph Street 

Springfield, Illinois 

 

 
 

TBD = to be determined 

DATE EVENT 

January 19-21 Seminar 

February 17 E-Board and BOD meeting 

March 23 

March 24 

TBD 

E-Board meeting 

Swap Meet 

Legislative Day 

April 20 E-Board and BOD meeting 

May 5 Freedom Rally 

June 15 

June 20-23 

E-Board and BOD meeting 

State Party 

August 17 E-Board and BOD meeting (E
-Board Nominations) 

September 1st 

September 21 

Bike Raffle Drawing 

E-Board Meeting 

October 19 

TBD 

E-board and BOD meeting (E-
Board Nominations) 
Swap Meet 

November 16 E-Board Meeting 

December 14 

December 14 

E-Board and BOD meeting (E
-Board Elections) 
Christmas Party 
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#MotorcyclesArePrimary 

BOD Attendance   

Chapter February April June August October December  

Post 

Cards 

Sent  

Backroads X -     6/23 

Black Diamond - X  X    

Blackhawk X X X     

Central Illinois X X X X    

Chicago X X X X    

Crawford County X X X X    

Dukane X X X X    

Eastern Illinois X X X X    

Embarras Valley X X X X    

Freebird X X X     

Freedom Riders - X X X    

Freedom Valley X X X     

Freeport X X X X    

Heart of   Illinois  X X X X    

Kaskaskia Valley X X X X    

Kishwaukee Valley X X X X    

Lamoine Valley X X  X    

Liberty X X X X    

Lincolnland X X X X    

Midstate X X  X    

Northern Illinois X X X X    

Old River X -     6/23 

Open Roads X X X X    

Pathfinders X X  X    

Peo-Taz X X X X    

Piasa-Gateway X X X X    

Priairieland X X X X    

Richland County X X X X    

Salt Creek X X X X    

Shawnee Hills X X X X    

Shoal Creek X X X X    

South Suburban X X X X    

Southern Illinois 27 X X X X    

St Clair X X     9/23 

Starved Rock X X X X    

State Line Riders - X  X    

Ten Mile Creek X X X X    

Thunder Rock X X X X    

Tri-County X X X     

Twin Rivers X X X X    

Union Jack X X  X    

Will County X  X X    

Windy City - X     9/23 

 

Nominations for 2024 Executive Board-

State Coordinator 

Bob “Mouse” Ellinger 

Assistant State Coordinator 

Scott “Scooter” Carter 

Robert Ruddell  

Secretary 

Teri Smith 

Treasurer 

Paul Truax  

Legislative Coordinator 

Josh “Ski” Witkowski 

Jeff “Troll” Marsh 

Safety & Education Coordinator 

John “Fireball” Anderson 

Products Coordinator 

Paulette Korte 

Newsletter Coordinator 

Sonya Link 

Public Relations Coordinator  

Chris Hansen  

Bike Raffle Coordinator 

Howard Nation 

Activities Coordinator 

Sharilyn Kibler-Russell 

 

Regional Coordinators 

 

Northeast 

Rich Gruner 

Northwest 

Patti Smith 

East Central 

Rick Makowski and Todd Farthing                     

(Co-Coordinators) 

Howdy Mills 

West Central  

George Hurst and Mike Thompson                     

(Co-Coordinators) 

Southeast 

Bob Stout 

Southwest 

Martha Patterson 

 

 

Regional Coordinators 
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Hello ABATE of Illinois Chap-

ters! 

November is upon us and with that comes the leaves 

turning colors and falling. Please be careful out there 

when riding where leaves are on the roads. They can be like 

black ice to a motorcyclist. I hope that you all have a very 

Blessed Thanksgiving and get to spend time with friends and 

family while riding safely.  

What a great Motorcycle Show and Swap Meet we just had! 

There were so many vendors with those hard-to-find parts for 

your motorcycles. It was great to see vendors like Knucklehead 

Bob of the DuKane Chapter, Mama Bear Cups, Twisted Spokes 

RC, Beneve, Bondslaves MC, and more. The music was rocking 

thanks to B&T Extravaganza. It was great to have the continued 

support of Law Tigers, ABATE Legal, and Hupy & Abraham for 

this event. Big thanks go out to Activities Coordinator Sharilyn 

Kibler-Russell, State Coordinator Bob “Mouse” Ellinger, Secre-

tary Teri Smith, Office Manager Pauli Ward, and Newsletter 

Coordinator Sonya Link for their hard work on this event! I also 

want to thank the Champaign County Fairgrounds for being ex-

cellent hosts and supporting motorcyclists!  

I couldn’t go without talking about motorcycle awareness this 

month. We have lost over 130 brothers and sisters this year to 

motorcycle fatalities. That is just too many. Bikers are loud. 

Now we need to GET LOUDER. Get out into your communi-

ties and talk with people about watching for motorcycles. Utilize 

your social media presence on Facebook, Instagram, X (Twitter), 

or wherever you can about watching for motorcycles. Get into 

schools and talk with students about watching for motorcycles. 

Set up a booth at events in your communities and talk with peo-

ple about watching for motorcycles. Are you catching a theme 

here? We need everyone to WATCH FOR MOTORCYCLES! 

There are so many ways we can get louder in our communities. 

Please reach out to anyone on the executive board if you have 

any questions or need assistance.  

I hope you all have plans to attend the upcoming events that 

ABATE of Illinois has coming up, and we have been pushing 

them more on social media to spread the word.  

ABATE of Illinois EBOD/BOD Meetings on December 16th  

ABATE of Illinois Christmas Party on December 16th  

ABATE of Illinois State Seminar on January 19th – 20th  

Speaking of the ABATE of Illinois State Seminar, it’s coming up 

on January 19th – 20th, 2024 at the Northfield Inn, Suites, and 

Conference Center in Springfield, IL. This is always a great 

weekend of motorcyclist camaraderie and a great opportunity to 

zero in on skills to take back to your chapters to work for motor-

cyclists. There will be live auctions, break out sessions, a great 

banquet, hospitality rooms, sweets & treats, and more. Be sure to 

get this on your calendars and head to the website to pre-register. 

You can register and find more information at www.abate-il.org/

Seminar-2024. You can also find a link there if you’d like to 

sponsor the event. We hope to see you all there to help us kick 

off 2024 with a bang! 

As always, I am available if you need to reach out or have any 

questions, concerns, or ideas. Text or email me any time.  

Until next month,  

Ride Safe – Ride Free  

Chris Hansen  

ABATE of Illinois Public Relations Coordinator  

630-618-7551  

PR@abate-il.org 

http://www.abate-il.org/Seminar-2024
http://www.abate-il.org/Seminar-2024
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NORTHWEST REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT: ROBERT RUDDELL 

Northeast Region chapters have been busy this 
past month.  
Chicago Chapter participated in the Illinois High 
School & College Driver Education Association 
Seminar at Kennedy High School on September 

23rd . This was a huge safety and educational opportunity to 
reach teachers and eventually students in the city to make them 
aware of motorcycles on the road.  
DuKane Chapter held a successful Food and Toy Run despite 
chilly temperatures and scattered showers on Sunday October 
8th This event benefited underprivileged children in the western 
suburbs. 
South Suburban Chapter in conjunction with the Glen Maker 
American Legion held a Halloween Party on Friday October 
27th benefitting the chapter and veterans.  
Will County Chapter concluded their Mileage Contest at their 
October meeting and participated in the final 2023 Bike Night 
at Cycle Gear in Bolingbrook. Both events promoted member-
ship, safety and the freedom of the road. 

 
Officer nominations and elections will be taking place over the 
next couple of months on the state and chapter level. Please 
consider serving on ABATEPAC or with the Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation as trustees are needed in the Northeast Region. 
Nominations and elections for your chapter offices are ongoing. 
Your participation is needed to continue the fight for our right 
to ride free in Illinois. We face challenges on many fronts… 
autonomous vehicles, the right to repair our motorcycles, find-
ing the right fuel, distracted drivers, discriminatory practices by 
law enforcement and more! If you have questions on how to 
serve, please reach out to me. 
 
I want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. If you are trav-
eling, be safe! 
 
Rich Gruner 
NE Region Coordinator 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT: RICH GRUNER 

SOUTH EAST REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT: BOB STOUT 

EAST CENTRAL REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT: WILLIAM “HOWDY” MILLS 

WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT: APRIL JONES 

                             

               No Article Submitted 

                            

    No article submitted. 

               
 
  No article submitted. 

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT: MARTHA PATTERSON 

 

        

              No article submitted. 

 

        

              No article submitted. 
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ABATE OF ILLINOIS – BOD 

This letter is my support of Jeff Marsh for Legislative Coordinator. 

I have known Jeff for a long time and have always admired Jeff on his love of our organization and his love of its members and 

how he treats them. 

Whatever Jeff took on he always did his best to accomplish his task(s). 

He did an outstanding job as Assistant State Coordinator, his chapter BOD Rep, and every job he took on. 

Jeff has always treated people this respect and kindness and never talks down to people.  

He never treats people like he is better than him 

I asked him to step up and take my place, but due to an unfortunate situation at home he needed to take care of which I totally 

agreed.  

Another point the BOD needs to correct (in my opinion), there needs to be a Legislative Coordinator……….and a Contract Lob-

byists. (2) Separate people. This is a Conflict of Interest and not the right path to follow. 

The L.C. represents the BOD and tells the Contract Lobbyists what you want done. That means there will be (2) people to discuss/

plan what needs to be done at out capitol.  

(2) Points of View are always better than (1) 

There are many more reasons why we need to change, far too many for me to type, but if you sit back and think you will see them. 

Now after all that, Josh has done some good things, but how many in the last 6 years?  

I know I am not very good with computers, but I cannot find on our site what are Accomplishments are   the last 36 years are. 

In closing, 1 of the best things about Jeff Marsh is ……….there is no “I” in his name. 

 

 

I, Paul Truax, intend to be State Treasurer of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois, Inc  for 2024.   

A few years ago I started doing bookkeeper services which saved $4,000 the first year.  I continue to save thousands annually 

for these services.  I was able to bring in more than seven thousand in government grants during the pandemic.  As of 2023, I 

was able to finally include all bank accounts (there are seven) and our investment accounts into our balance sheet.  It’s been a 

pleasure to serve you and ABATE of Illinois.  I look forward to many more years of service. 

 
East Central Region Coordinator 
I william (howdy) mills would like consideration for East Central Reagon Coordinator,   i have held this office for a 
year, ive had this office  a total of 3 years pryer, i have tried  my best to help chapters in my reagion with any prob-
lems that have come up. I also have enjoyed meeting and seeing everyone i can in the region. I've been to many of 
my chapters events and meetings  and plan on continuing interacing with every chapter that i can, even those out-
side my region.     
William (Howdy) Mills 

********************************************************************************** 
I, Rick Makowski, am honored to have been nominated for EC regional  

coordinator and am looking forward to serving on the executive board and  

representing all of the chapters in our region. I have been a member of  

abate for over 20 years and have served on the board of directors for 18  

years as the current bod representative for heart of Illinois chapter  

for the last 7 years and previously as the alternate bod rep. I have  

previously served as president and Vice President for our chapter and  

have been our chapter legislative coordinator for the past 18 years. I  

 

I, Todd Farthing am honored to have been nominated as East Central Region Coordinator.   
I’ve been an active member with Abate since 2021 and have experience as a chapter vice president.   I’m fa-

would like your support and look forward to serving all of the chapters in our region along with Todd 

Farthing as co-coordinator. Thanks 
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miliar with many of the chapters in the region and look forward to serving them as a co-coordinator 
with Rick Makowski   I would greatly appreciate your support. 
Thank you. 
 
West Central Region Coordinator 

My Name is Jason Duff. For the past year I have been the Activities Coordinator for Lincoln Land. I have gotten to 

know members in other chapter across the state and enjoyed all the state activities this past year as well.  

 As a member of ABATE I have always looked past just the chapter and thought of everything as a whole and in the 

best interest of the organization. Due to that thinking I have considered running for the West Central Coordinator 

position on the EBOD. 

As the West Central Coordinator I would visit each chapter in my region. Sit down with them and find out what works 

in each chapter as to retaining members and how they get members. I would than share this information with other 

chapters for them to try. The goal is to bring old members back and to lean on new younger members. I would work 

on bringing back chapter challenges and other things that have stopped that I hear chapters liked.  

 I own my own company allowing me to control my schedule to do what is needed and attend not just state stuff but 

come to chapters to talk and help with anything they bring to my attention. By having me as the Coordinator the 

state can save money on Hotel rooms since I live 4 blocks from the hotel where the BOD and EBOD has their meetings 

in Springfield also saving money for all other state events in Springfield like the seminar, rally, swap meet, and Christ-

mas party.  

 I believe we need some younger members stepping up and younger members brought into the organization. This will 

keep ABATE alive and at the same time help educate the younger generation on things they don’t know when riding.  

Sincerely  

  
My intent Is to run for region coordinator for  West  Central  with  Mike  Thompson. With Mike  in the west   and  me 
in the east we  should  serve  the region better.  
 Thanks for your support.  
                 Promote ABATE  
                 George Hurst  
************************************************************************************************

**** 

To The BOD, 

I wish to submit my letter of intent to serve as our West Central Region Co-Coordinator.   

Thank you for your consideration. 

Michael E. Thompson 

 
Northwest Region Coordinator 
I want to say thank you to everyone who has supported and help me this year! It has been an honor to serve 
you as a the NW Region Coordinator. I would like to be considered for re-election in 2024. I will continue to 
do my best to serve this organization as a productive member. In the last year I have had the opportunity to 
get the Future of ABATE Committee up and going, serve my chapters, and meet some amazing people. 
Looking forward to serving again. 
 Thank you again. 
Ride Safe and Free 
 
-Robert Ruddell 
Northwest Region Coordinator 

 Jason A. Duff 
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I CANNOT STRESS THIS 

ENOUGH! 

 

 

If you have been to the ABATE State 

Seminar in           Illinois, Indiana, or 

Ohio, you have heard me discuss the need 

for carrying adequate Uninsured/

Underinsured (otherwise known as UM/UIM) Coverage.                          

Unfortunately, this subject matter is once again in need of 

repeating. 

This past month we received a phone call from a new client 

who was run over on his motorcycle.  The first words he said 

to me were, “Rod, it’s okay!  I listened to you at the State 

Seminar and got the maximum insurance coverage I could 

get!”  The problem is, while he did get the maximum              

insurance coverage he could carry for the other guy, he              

obtained the minimum Uninsured/Underinsured Coverage 

for himself.  Now he is left with $25k in coverage for his 

losses. 

 What he should have done is sign up for as much uninsured/

underinsured coverage he could get - he did not.  Instead he 

opted to cover the other guy for 500k and leave himself with 

minimal coverage in the event of an un/underinsured driver.  

In decades of representing bikers I have yet to see  a serious 

claim injury against a motorcyclist.  It just doesn't happen.  

(When have you ever heard of the driver of the Mack truck 

suing a motorcyclist for personal injuries?) So the rule is to 

take care of yourself with decent limits of Uninsured/

Underinsured Coverage.  That is the insurance                   

motorcyclists need most as it protects us when someone in-

jures us, carrying the state minimum, or worse yet, no               

insurance whatsoever.  Most insurance companies only allow 

the motorcyclist to buy insurance for themselves that is equal 

to or less than your coverage for the Mack truck guy.                  

Minimal limits are inadequate, and just enough to cause great 

irritation and financial grief.  Give Hilary or myself a call if 

you would like to discuss what best fits your needs.   

                        

DANGERS OF RIDING EAST THIS TIME OF                
YEAR – IT’S FIVE O’CLOCK SOMEWHERE 

 ABATE LEGAL passes on our observations of motorcycles 
getting hit while traveling east in late afternoon.  Numerous 
riders have been hit or nearly so by drivers heading west into 
the blinding sun.  Sounds like common sense, but the smaller 
you are, the harder it is to see you in the setting sun.  So 
much so that I say avoid traveling into or away from a                 
blinding sun.  If you do, be prepared that the car/truck com-
ing toward you or up behind you may be blinded by the sun's 
rays.  We have had several members learn this the hard way.  
Just passing this on. 

 

MOTORCYCLE NATION 

The year 1909 was a time when there were no cars, generally 

speaking.  Just trains, horses, bicycles and most significantly 

motorcycles.   For a biker that meant almost nothing to watch 

out for.   It was August of that year and a guy by the name of 

Fisher (famous as the founder of the Indianapolis 500, Miami 

Beach and Presto-Lite) was holding the first race at the Indy 

500; it was a motorcycle race.  William Harley and Walter 

Davidson were there along with their chief line foreman, and 

everybody that was anybody in motorcycling. 

How do I know this?  While at the Indy Motorcycle Expo, I 

took in the Old Timers area.  There, the old flat trackers, hill 

climbers, and Daytona veterans were in force.  Some bring 

artifacts from the glory days, like Kenny Staughton.  For the 

last several decades the equivalent of  the painting of the 

signing of the Declaration of Independence for motorcyclists 

has hung above Kenny’s living room couch.  It is one of 

those seven foot long – one foot high brown-toned               

photographs of old.  The photograph looks North on Meridi-

an Street from the base of the Monument Circle.  (The site of 

the Motorcycles on Meridian that happens each summer) 

Positioned on about a third of the Circle are 250 motorcycles.  

I can identify two cylinder Indians and one cylinder Harleys.  

In those days Harley was not into speed, but endurance.                

Indian was into speed.  So two races were to happen.  One 

was the speed race at the Indy 500 and the other was an              

endurance race starting in Cleveland, down to Columbus, 

over to Dayton, Richmond, just  below Sky Castle Airport,  

Rushville and finally Indy.  Bill Harley and Walter Davidson 

won the endurance race and came together with the Indy 

racers for the photograph.  I can identify William Harley and 

Walter Davidson and the Harley Davidson factory foreman – 

I think.  Or at least that is my story and I’m sticking to it.  I 

thought about having a contest and naming it “Looking for 

Walter” after the kid game. 

What is striking about the photo is there are almost no cars in 

the photo – maybe a lonely handmade Buick, but that is 

about it.  Around the sea of motorcycles are horse and                

carriages and a bicycle or two.  In 1909 we were truly a             

motorcycle nation.  Not till 1912 when Henry Ford               

implemented the assembly line in Detroit City did that 

change.  Bob Schulteti of Harley South-Side believes that 

Motorcycle Nation existed into the late teens before there 

were enough cars to make a difference. 

While admiring Kenny’s wonderful photograph, I wondered 

aloud where the motorcyclists got gas, since there were no 

cars- no gas stations.  Bob Schulteti  knew the answer – drug 

stores.  Imagine – a land before gas stations and no place to 

get a Big Gulp. 

Kenny allowed us to get copies of his living room treasure.  I 

gave one of the copies to  a friend and then a Board Member 

of the Indy 500 operation.  When the folks at the Indy 500 

discovered they did not have that photo – of the first race at 
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the Indy 500, and never knew it existed, my friend’s copy was 

requisitioned.  Next time you are in my office, take the time to 

gaze at a photograph that captured a time when  America was a 

“motorcycle nation” – with not one gas station. 

 

A PLACE TO RIDE TO DIE - THE PYRENEES                

MOUNTAINS - COL D’AUBISQUE 

When I lived in Wayne County about a thousand years ago, I 

dreamed of riding the Pyrenees Mountains. No more dreaming, 

because I finally did it, and I would never ever think of doing 

it again. In fact, knowing what I know now, I would have paid 

criminal amounts of money not to go. And I would tell every 

friend of mine to never even think about it. Because of this 

trip, a good argument could be made that I have a case of post-

traumatic stress syndrome, treatable only with good               

whiskey - for now. 

I went with two friends, Andre Lacy, Don Palmer and Ann, of 

course. The bonds formed as a result of surviving the ride can 

almost be described like that of combatants having survived a 

battle. Here is why. Don Palmer, Ann and I are motorcycle 

cruisers. We are not MotoGP kind of riders. Andre was hard 

core. His 73 years belied a man of steel and guts. His ability to 

handle a BMW sport bike was impressive, especially when he 

encountered a 13 percent grade on a 180-degree switchback. 

He took a fall, did two perfect rolls, shook it off, picked his 

bike up and went on like nothing happened. I see why busi-

nesses did so well with him at the helm. The state of Indiana 

was lucky to have him as a citizen.   

Ann and I have ridden nearly every major mountain range in 

the U.S., and we love it and the safety attention usually               

afforded roads in our country. But that experience did not 

come close to preparing us for the Pyrenees Mountain pass 

from hell - Col d'Aubisque. The motorcycle rental company 

only rented BMW's - great motorcycles, but I had never ridden 

one. My friends know me as a Harley guy and that is the bike 

that I know well.  Big mistake, huge, to take an unfamiliar bike 

to that pass, but I am an old farm boy with a "how hard can it 

be attitude." I found out. 

Here is what happened. In taking the roads up to the pass from 

hell, we encountered narrow roads - no big deal. That is, until 

you take away guardrails, leave the roads at about a 13 percent 

grade, and throw in a menagerie of farm animals, all loose and 

roaming around looking for handouts like an NYC panhandler. 

Then there were the French tourists driving mini campers, 

seemingly always looking the wrong way, and driving on your 

FIVE FEET of road. Not sure if the middle finger was a               

universal sign before I rode there, but I am pretty sure it is 

now. Cows with bells, sheep with bells, goats with bells, and 

did I mention bulls with horns? And of course, throw in a 

horse with a cowbell (I felt sorry for the horse - looked              

embarrassed). In this open barnyard I learned all about the 

coefficients of friction of manure, which was everywhere. 

Crudely put, cow shit is slicker than goat shit, which is slicker 

than sheep shit and horse shit is slicker than all of them. Am 

not sure about the bull shit. This is very important information 

to know with a two-wheeler on steep roads. 

A smarter man would have turned around at Col du Tourmalet 

- the famous point of the Tour de France - and gone back home 

to Indiana. Forrest Gump was right; stupid is as stupid does. 

While there among the animals, I looked over towards the pass 

from hell and said to my companions, “surely that was not the 

road.”  It was chiseled into the side of the mountain and was 

maybe 16 feet wide in some places.  And it was at least 2000 

feet straight down - a sheer cliff. (Remember, no guardrails!) 

When passing the point of no return I was thinking that my 

new riding gear with state of the art body armor was not going 

to be much help with a 2000 foot drop. And what a bad time to 

discover that you are a closet height-fearer. Nothing scared me 

more than when Ann leaned over and whispered in my ear, 

"whatever you do, don't look down." My stomach knew she 

meant it, so I didn't, even when we got to a safe point. My        

peripheral vision wanted me to look. I refused the bait. I was 

going up a steep grade in first gear while wishing I had an even 

lower one and facing a 180 degree switch back on a blind turn 

(remember the French tourists in the mini campers looking in 

all the wrong directions and usually driving on my part of the 

road). The view of just sky ahead and not knowing if the road 

continued straight or hung a left out of sight was paralyzing, or 

was it a 13 percent grade, or a 180 degree switchback on a 

blind curve? And by the way, when does a BMW 1200 stall 

out with the mother of my children on back? I had never rid-

den so much in first or second gear in my life. (Ann, I promise 

to never-ever threaten to fatten you up and sell you ever 

again.) 

Here is how I put this ride up through the pass from hell in 

perspective - in hindsight, of course. Most states have a             

building that is 600 feet high. Pretend some idiot builds a ramp 

at a conservative 6-7 percent grade three times higher than 

that. Next, he builds a wall on one side and makes the ramp 16 

feet wide. Then, he leaves the other side wide open - not even 

a dandelion on the edge between you and the hereinafter. 

Then, he spreads a smatering of sheep, goats, cattle, and horses 

along the way, and don't forget the French guys in the 

minivans he has invited to start up from the opposite direction 

driving a lot on the “not their” side. Then that guy invites you 
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to ride your Harley up the ramp to enjoy yourself and the view. 

What do you say? 

Some of you may be thinking that this bike trip was a Darwin 

theory screening device to get rid of those who are not smart 

enough to deserve a place on this earth. In my defense, I had  

great traveling companions like Bill and Amy Corbett. He was 

a law school professor and former dean, and Amy was one of 

the heads of the FAA. We followed them through the tough 

parts. Their presence was greatly comforting and their disap-

pearance either to the left or right, or over the crest was equally 

discomforting. We met them for the first time on this trip, but I 

think we have bonded for life. 

If someone ever tries to talk you into riding up through the pass 

from hell, call me and I will give you some of the best advice 

you will ever get. As for me, Ann, and Don, we are left with the 

best feeling ever - the one of being shot at and missed. 

Ride Safe.  

Rod Taylor  

ABATE Legal Services  

LAWYERS FOR ABATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAWYERS FOR ABATE OF INDIANA 

LAWYERS FOR ABATE OF OHIO 

www.abatelegal.com  

 All questions from ABATE members are answered confiden-

tially unless otherwise authorized and then only after the matter 

is concluded, except when authorization for publication anony-

mously or otherwise is given for pending matters.  Call us at 1-

(800)-25-RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: RodTay-

lor@abatelegal.com. © 2023. 

! 

Website - abate-il.org 

Sign Up for ABATE Alerts 

Visit us on Facebook 

Check out our Instagram 

Follow ABATE on Twitter 

View our YouTube Channel 

Pot holes, unsafe road conditions….  

They can be reported at                          

ROADHAZARD.org  or                                       

1-800-257-4337    

An ABATE Legal         

Services Program  

http://www.abate-il.org/
https://www.abate-il.org/
https://mailchi.mp/abate-il/alerts
https://www.facebook.com/ABATE4IL
https://www.instagram.com/abateofillinois/
https://twitter.com/ABATEofIllinois
https://www.youtube.com/c/ABATEofIllinoisInc
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 Bike Raffle  

Coordinator 

Contact the ABATE of ILLINOIS   

State Office at 309-343-6588  

to get your tickets or   

Contact Howard Nation  

217-341-6483 

bike@abate-il.org  

The Grand Prize is a 2023 Harley-Davidson Street Glide  

Second Prize is a 2023 CFMoto CForce 500  

2024 Raffle Tickets are now Available 

Fighting for the Rights of All Riders - ABATE of Illinois 

mailto:bike@abate-il.org
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Date City Location Event 

Sept 30-Oct 1, 2023 Portage Dessioux, Mo Long Shot Saloon Rat Run 

Oct 7-8, 2023 Utica Downtown Car Show & Burgoo Fest 

Oct 15, 2023 Belleville Belle-Clair Fairgrounds Swap Meet 

Oct 29, 2023 Urbana Champaign Co. Fairground ABATE Swap Meet 

Nov 10-12, 2023 Gifford Gordyville USA Flea Market 

Nov 18-19, 2023 Belleville Belle-Clair Fairgrounds Flea Market 

Nov 23-26, 2023 Springfield White Oaks Mall Thanksgiving Weekend 

Dec 8-24, 2023 Springfield White Oaks Mall Christmas Holiday 

Jan 7,  2024 Belleville Belle-Clair Fairgrounds Winter Blows Swap Meet 

Jan 19-20, 2024 Springfield Northfield Inn ABATE Seminar 

February 11, 2024 Princeton Fairgrounds Swap Meet 

February 25, 2024 Dixon Elks Club Swap Meet 

March 24, 2024 Springfield  ABATE Swap Meet 

April 13, 2024 Martinsville Moonshine Store Lunch Run 

April 14, 2024 Belleville Belle-Clair Fairgrounds TBL Motorcycle Swap Meet 

May 3-4, 2024 Fulton Dutch Days Fulton History Celebration 

May 24-27, 2024 Langley Psycho Silo Memorial Day Weekend 

May 31-June 2, 2024 Leaf River Leaf River daze ABATE Awareness 

June 7-8, 2024 Darlington, WI Lafayette County Fair Canoe Festival, Beowulf MC Party 

June 15, 2024 Marseilles Downtown Freedom Run 

June 20-30, 2024 Lenark Crooked Roof Old Settlers Days 

July 4, 2024 Stockton Memorial Park July 4th Celebration 

July 5-7, 2024 Freeport Tutty Days Festival ABATE & MRF Awareness 

July 18-20, 2024 Freeport Big O’s on the Hallow ABATE & MRF Awareness 

July 27, 2024 Sandwich Downtown Car Show 

July 28, 2024 Sycamore Downtown Car Show 

August 2-4, 2024 Forreston City Park Sauerkraut Days 

August 10-11, 2024 Mendota Downtown Sweetcorn Festival 

August 23-24, 2024 Tonica Downtown Jeep Jam & Car Show 

Aug 29–Sept 1, 2024 Springfield State Fairgrounds Springfield Mile – Drawing 

 
October 20-22, 2023 
November 3-5, 2023 
December 1-3, 2023 

December 29-30, 2023 
January 12-14, 2024 
January 26-28, 2024 
February .2-4, 2024 

February 16-18, 2024 
March 1-3, 2024 
March 8-10, 2024 

 

 

 
March 15-17, 2024 
March 29-31, 2024 

April 5-7, 2024 
April 19-21, 204 
Apr 26-28, 2024 
May 10-12, 2024 
May 17-19, 2024 
June 28-30, 2024 
Jule 12-14, 2024 

August 16-18, 2024 

Available Dates to have the Bike and ATV at your events. 

Contact Howard by email: bike@abate-il.org  
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Our most recent chapter meeting took place on Saturday             
September 23rd. Minutes for August were approved with minor 
corrections and the treasurer’s report was approved. Discussion 
took place regarding participation and sponsorship of the state 
seminar. Concerns were raised with another chapter heavily 
promoting their events on our Facebook page.                         
Our FB  administrators were advised to limit those postings to 
one per week. The chapter approved a $100  donation as a     
sustaining member of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation.             
Volunteers were scheduled for Walneck’s Swap meet coming 
up on October 15th. The chapter Christmas party will                  
tentatively take place on Sunday December 17th pending            
approval of Jeanne Doyle. Thanks to Sean who has created a 
flyer for the Chili Cook-off on Saturday February 24, 2024. 
Look for it in your email and on social media. It will be sent to 
Sonya Link for publication in the state online newsletters and 
to Chris Hansen for PR releases online.  
 
As our chapter president and NE Region Coordinator, Rich 
will attend the regional meeting on Sunday September 24th at 
Lucky Monk Brewery and promote our Chili Cook-off. Further 
he is to attend a fundraiser for State Senator Glowiak at 
Elmhurst Brewing on October 3rd to promote our issues.  
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Chapter Events: 
November Meeting- Saturday 11/25, 11 AM, Doyle’s Pub 
Christmas Party/Chapter Meeting- Sunday 12/17, 1-4 PM, 
Doyle’s Pub 
 
Chili Cook-off, Saturday February 24, 2024, 6-10 PM, 
Wauconda American Legion 

        
    Thank you to everyone that attended 
our October membership meeting, we 

had a great turnout with several new faces! Please be sure to 
share details about A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois and the Will County 
Chapter with everyone you know that rides motorcycles and/or 
participates in any off-road or ATV activities. We need to            
increase our membership volume. Our voice is so much more 
powerful in numbers. The work we do in Springfield is essen-
tial to the future of motorcycles and offroad vehicles/ATVs in 
the state of Illinois, and the larger our membership, the greater 
impact we have on legislation in the state capitol.   
 
REMINDER: Mark your calendars now for the Book Run                      
party, Saturday November 4th, 2023, from 6-11p at Stone City 
V.F.W Post 2199. We will have food, door prizes, and                   
entertainment by Rock Productions. Again, at the November 
membership meeting, we will be taking nominations for the 
Will County Chapter board member elections happening in 
December- we absolutely need our members to get involved 
and take on these positions (1 year term). Also, if anyone is 
interested in supporting the Safety and Education program, 
please reach out via email or at the monthly membership                
meetings- this is important work! 

  
 
 

 
Upcoming Will County ABATE Chapter Events- 
 
November 8th, & December 13th @ 7:30pm- monthly meeting, 
Stone City V.F.W Post 2199. 
November 4th- Book Run Party 
November Membership Meeting- Board Member Nominations 
Accepted 
December- Board Member Elections 
January 19-20th- State Seminar, registration is open now 
at ABATE-il.org/theseminar, for hotel reservations, call the 
Northfield Inn, #217-523-7900 
Follow us on Facebook- Will County Chapter, ABATE of            
Illinois & Will County ABATE Members and Friends for                  
up-to-date information and event details. 
-As always, ride safe and we hope to see you at the next               
meeting! 

NORTHEAST CHAPTER REPORTS 

http://abate-il.org/theseminar
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Hello from the DuKane Chapter! 

November is here and that means the 37th Annual 

DuKane ABATE Toy and Food Run has passed. 

And what a toy run it was! The morning started at 

Knuckleheads Tavern in Elburn, IL with a great breakfast from 

Rise N’ Dine and music rocking by the Cave Dwellers with  

Santa and Mrs. Claus and the DuKane ABATE Santa Girls in 

attendance. The Elburn Fire Department proudly flied the 

HUGE Ameri-

can Flag from 

their ladder 

truck. It was 

great to have 

98.3 WCCQ on

-site with Boss-

man doing a 

live remote to 

spread the word 

about DuKane 

ABATE and 

the event. And Tracy Grzenia sang the National Anthem before 

our departure. We were then 

escorted out of town by the 

Kane County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment and Elburn Police De-

partment and went on a 40-

minute back roads ride through 

the country escorted and 

blocked by the Kane County 

Sheriff's Department and Kane 

County Emergency                

Management. The Sycamore 

Speedway was the ending point 

with a fantastic after party! 

Dennis Lexa kicked off the 

event with the singing of our 

National Anthem accompanied 

by our Veteran Flag Line. 

Mock Star killed it on stage 

with their Hair Bands tunes, 

there were a ton of great vendors like the MRF, BACA, and 

more. We had a great showing from politicians with visits from 

Wayne Township Supervisor & DuKane ABATE Vice President 

Randy Ramey, Elburn Mayor Jeff Walter, State Representative 

Diane Blair-Sherlock, State Representative Jennifer Sanalitro, 

Kane County State’s Attorney Jamie Mosser, State Senator Don 

DeWitte, State Representative Jeff Keicher, Kane County Coro-

ner Rob Russell, and more. Leslie Harris and 95.9 The River 

were on-site for this event and it was great to see them. The 

burnout competition was off the charts with the winner’s                

motorcycle getting so hot it went 

up in flames. Bikers rode the 

mechanical bull and enjoyed axe 

throwing the whole day. There 

were so many great sponsors for 

this event like Law Tigers, Cas-

sandra Bajak Group, Amy Nel-

son Homes, Hazen Insurance, 

Terry’s Lawn Service, Valley 

Fire Protection, Knuckleheads 

Tavern, Hupy & Abraham, West Chicago Voice, Midwest Best 

DJs, State Senator Don DeWitte, State Senator Cristina Castro, 

State Senator Karina Villa, Wayne Township Supervisor Randy 

Ramey, and so many more! Congratulations goes out to Hazen 

Insurance for winning the coveted trophy for most toy donations 

and State Representative Jennifer Sanalitro for winning the              

coveted trophy for most food donations! I want to thank the 

DuKane ABATE BOD and all the volunteers who gave their 

time to make this event a possibility. It was all worth it at the 

end to see 2 Flat Bed Semi Trailers from ILoca filled with toy 

and food donations. Thank you to the Village of Elburn and the 

Village of Maple Park for opening their communities to us. 

Thank you to the DuKane ABATE Santa Girls for their hard 

work. Thank you to the Kane County Sheriff’s Department, 

Kane County Emergency Management, and the Elburn Police 

Department for making sure we all got there safely. Thank you 

to Knuckleheads Tavern and the Sycamore Speedway for being 

gracious hosts! It was an amazing day, and we look forward to 

doing it again for kids next year.  

A 

call to action went out to the DuKane ABATE Chapter               

regarding the death of motorcyclist John Jones who was hit head 

on in Geneva on Route 38. The DuKane Chapter kept up on this 

case, including FOIA requesting the police report, only to find 

out that no charges were filed again Ricardo Rivera – the man 

that killed John. The call to action went out to flood the Kane 
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In Loving Memory of  Esther Cruz 

 born February 18, 1929;  

at rest Wednesday August 30, 2023 

We humbly acknowledge a sad life’s event by expressing our 

deepest condolences to Daisy Pérez, our Chapter President.  Her 
mother, Esther Cruz, passed on at the tender age of 94 years 

young.  She was a very special “Mom” to many.  Her motto was 
to be strong, be true to yourself, and not back down in the face 

of adversity.  

Hello South Suburban ABATE  

Happy Fall Season to all of you!!!  We hope you all had a great 
summer.  As a chapter, we enjoyed some great times at several 
events. 

Your chapter partnered with The American Legion Post 1160 
a.k.a. Glenn Maker at their Halloween Bash for adults on Fri-
day, October 27, 2023.  Check our website and look for a post 
in Facebook (FB) to experience a bit of what went on. 

Feel free to share your pictures from this event on our FB page 
as I know we could all use a few more laughs. 

Toys for Tots (TfT) kick-off party… 

Our members attended the TFT Kick-off party on the 30th of 
September in Countryside, Illinois in support of the motto 
“Every Child Deserves a Toy for Christmas.”  The Whiskey 
Road band donated their time playing some awesome music. 
Nobody wanted to leave as this shot of Whisky captivated the 
audience into several encores.   

Many of our South Suburban Chapter members are involved in 
TfT.  We could use more member support.  We Need You!   

 

Come to our next chapter meeting on Thursday, October 19.  
Check our FB page, website, and your e-mail for chapter up-
dates and stay current on events/meetings.  If you live under a 
rock and do not use e-mails, Internet, or FB, we’re asking for 
any suggestions on how to reach out to you?   LOL  Ha Ha  

 

Fun in the Sun!! 

Kersting’s Cycle Center event in Wine-
mac, Indiana put on a great show.  This 
was a very entertaining and exciting 
event.   

 

 

**************************************** 

Chapter elections:  Sunday, November 12th. 

**************************************** 

Nick Savas  
Activities Coordinator and Public Relations 
708-442-0766 (no text capabilities 

County State’s Attorney Office with calls demanding that             

justice be served. We don’t want to see another brother’s death 

with no consequences. State’s Attorney Jamie Mosser heard us 

and has opened an investigation into this case to see why              

charges were not filed and will make a decision on whether or 

not that will stick. We will keep you posted on the results, but 

I’m damn proud of this chapter for letting our voices be heard.  

Make sure to join us on November 21st for our next DuKane 

ABATE Monthly Membership Meeting at the West Chicago 

American Legion Post #300 at 7:30 SHARP. We will have a 

turkey raffle and take the second round of nominations for open 

positions on the DuKane BOD. These meetings are incredibly 

important to attend as you will hear reports from all DuKane 

BOD Officers, and you will keep up to date on what is              

happening with motorcyclists’ rights in DuPage and Kane 

County in 2023. 

I hope that you all have a Blessed Thanksgiving with family, 

friends, and wind therapy!  

Until next month,  

Ride Safe – Ride Free  

Chris Hansen  

DuKane Chapter of ABATE of Illinois President 

630-618-7551 

chrishdguy@gmail.com 
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Greetings from the Windy 

City, 

Wow so sad to see Summer 

go away & here’s comes Mr. Fall!   We still have some riding 

days ahead of us.  So take advantage & gear up & bundle up! 

Chicago ABATE has been meeting regularly at the Jolly Inn 

Restaurant in Chicago.  We are trying out a new location 

named the Social Junkie located at 3848 N Harlem Ave,           

Chicago, IL 60634.  This location was actually an old meeting 

spot of ours until it closed.  So, once they reopened, we            

decided to revisit the new owners. 

 

On Saturday September 23rd our Safety & Education             

Coordinator Ivan “Cookie” Lugo & his wife Joy attended the 

Illinois High School & College Driver Education Association.   

The seminar took place at Kennedy High School in Chicago.  

There were over 100 attendees & we conducted 3                  

presentations.  We were able to generate many leads for 

presentations at various High Schools throughout the           

Chicagoland area.   It was a great day for Illinois ABATE & 

for our chapter as well.  The event was a great success & we 

look forward to connecting with all the educators we made 

contact with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting Monday Oct 2nd @ 6:30pm guess who’s back on the 

AIR?  You got that right Chicago ABATE will be live once 

again on CAN-TV.  Join PJ, Cookie, Rick, Joy & Oscar along 

with an array of guests as we discuss what’s going on in the 

motorcycling community & in the world of Illinois ABATE.  

You can stream us on:                                                                

https://cantvmembers.cantv.org/watch-now/ 

                          Host’s Cookie & PJ       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Producer Oscar 

 

 

Chicago ABATE will be planning 

a Chapter bowling event so stay tuned for more information.   

We will also be hosting Chicago A.B.A.T.E.’S 36th Annual 

Chili & Jalapeno Eating Contest on Saturday February 10th, 

2024.  The location will be at the River Park Moose Lodge 

8601 Fullerton Ave, River Grove, IL. 

If you find your self in the 2nd Second on a 3rd Wednesday of 

the month, why not come check us out at our monthly meeting. 

Keep the Shiny Side Up! 

Joy Lugo 

Chicago A.B.A.T.E Newsletter Coordinator 

https://cantvmembers.cantv.org/watch-now/
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OPEN ROADS ABATE 
Fall is definitely upon us with 
cooler, crisper air with the 
hint of excitement for the 

coming holidays.  Be alert as you ride during this 
harvest time for deer, wet leaves on the pavement, 
farm equipment on the roadways, and loose gravel.  
This is actually my favorite time of year with the 
changing of the leaves, the weather, reminding me of 
the many blessings I have, decorations, and the busy-
ness of the season.  There are Christmas parties, chili 
cook offs, pool tournaments, state seminar, member-
ship drives, and other events that will keep you go-
ing during the snowy and colder months. 
 
Our Road Captain rep is Diana Rebechini who 
has been doing a superb job coordinating rides, visit-
ing other chapters, and dinner rides for us.  She con-
tacts places to make sure of their hours and lets them 
know we will be coming to visit.  She keeps up to 
date on all of our events and participates with most 
of them.  Thank you, Diana, for all you do.    
 
Summer Book 2023 – the best summer for rides, the 
most sales, more business for our stops, and a por-
tion of the proceeds to Safety and Ed/State PAC.  It 
was a win-win for everyone. Summer Book 2024 is 
being worked on by the committee at this very mo-
ment. 
 
LaSalle, Putnam, & Bureau County Toy Run – 11 
members met at Plano Legion on October 1, rode to 
Shaker’s in Ottawa for lunch, rode to Blue Collar 
Bikes in Spring Balley to register for toy run, go for 
a ride, and met at Spring Valley Boat Club for food, 
music, raffles, and 50/50.   
 
Hosted Business After Hours – Thursday, October 
5, at Plano Legion sponsored by the Plano Area 
Chamber of Commerce.  This was an opportunity for 
us to promote Open Roads ABATE to our communi-
ty.  Participating members included Bruce Little-
brant, Bill & Sally Kolb, Bob & Cherie Mauer, Kev-
in & Patti Smith, Cliff & Linda Oleson. 
 
Plano High School Homecoming Parade – Rosan 
Acosts and Cliff Oleson lined up with other parade 
participants at Plano High School for 2 mile parade 
route and threw out candy for the kiddos.  
 
Summer Book Post Party – Saturday, October 7, 
Plano American Legion.  If you bought our book, 

you got a free meal and a raffle ticket for prizes do-
nated by our stops in the book.  If you had 46 regular 
stops and at least one bonus stop, you had a chance 
at the cash which was $1800 this year.  Marble game 

was won by Laura Drallmeier and 50/50 was 
won by Nickie Warmac.  Cash prize winners:  First 
place for $800 was Nickie Warmac, second place for 
$600 was Tracey Supan, and third place for $400 
was Jeff Walters.  15 people got all the stamps and 
were presented a patch – Frank Lorang, Cliff Oleson, 
Fred Chaffer, Mitch Busch, Diana Rebechini, Keith 
Stengler, Phil Lane, Steve Gilbreth, John & Bonnie 
Pakenham, Mary Jo & Craig Cuchra, Frank & Joni 
Beierlotzer, and Tracey Supan.  Congratulations to 
all. 
 
We are already planning our 2024 Open Roads 
Summer Book.  If you have suggestions of new 
places to go, please let us know.  We change our 
book every year by taking 8 to 10 stops out, adding 8 
to 10 new ones, giving new places chances to be in 
our book, and to keep it interesting to you – the rid-
ers.   
 
DuKane ABATE Toy & Food Run – October 8, 
breakfast at Exquisite Skillet in Plano, rode to 
Knuckleheads in Elburn and joined with other mo-
torcycles for a ride to Sycamore Speedway.  Donated 
unwrapped new toys and foods, visited vendors, 
watched bike games, listened to music.  Dave Cur-
ran, Brent Martin, Bruce Littlebrant, Mitch Busch, 
Cliff and Linda Oleson participated in ride and had a 
great time. 
 
Dinner ride to Cherry Red Roasters in Dwight on 
October 14, met at Plano Legion and rode to Cherry 
Red Roasters to enjoy lunch.  Great food and cama-
raderie with Diana Rebechini, Kevin & Patti Smith, 
Bob & Cherie Mauer, Cliff Oleson, Rosan Acosta, 
and Mike Fagan.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  
Next Meeting – Our October meeting was on Satur-
day, October 28, at Plano American Legion.  The 
first round of nominations for officers took place at 
the August meeting and second round took place at 
our October meeting.  The following members were 
nominated at our August meeting: 
President – Cliff Oleson, Vice-President – Brian 
Smith, Secretary – Patti Smith, Treasurer – Sally 
Kolb, Membership – Bill Kolb, Legislative – Sam 
Mataya, Products – Sharyl & Sam Mataya, Safety & 

 

NORTHWEST CHAPTER REPORTS 
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Ed – Lynn Hoffman, Activities – Kevin Smith, Road 
Captain – Diana Rebechini, Court Jester – Tracey 
Supan, BOD Rep – Brian Smith, Sergeant-at-Arms 
– Sam Mataya, and Public Relations – Linda Ole-
son.  Additional nominations may have been made 
at October meeting followed by election of officers. 
Many thanks to the officers who served this past 
year with their time, support, and enthusiasm for this 
awesome organization by trying to meet the needs of 
our members, keeping up with current legislature, 
sharing the latest safety rules with others, keeping 
ourselves educated, new ways of promoting our 
products, working at activities good for our chapter 
and ABATE of Illinois, networking with other chap-
ters and our elected officials, and making sure we 
are represented each month at the board of directors 
meeting and making our voices heard..   
 
Trunk or Treat – was October 29 at the Plano 
Methodist Church.  Members handed out candy 
from their bikes to 400 children. 
 
Fall Train Fun Run – November 18, meet at Auro-
ra Train Station on Broadway Street in Aurora by 
9:45 am, train leaves at 10:20 am sharp, ride to 3 
stops, shirts & cozies, get in on the games, train 
ticket is $7 and game ticket is $5. 
 
2024 Calendars – on sale for $10.  Holidays, 
events, State and National dates, pics of various ac-
tivities, and thanks to our many sponsors. 
 
Upcoming events include Feed My Starving Chil-
dren, elections for officers, holiday events, Christ-
mas Party, and more.  Come to a meeting, event, 
check out our Facebook page or call Cliff (630) 552-
3828 or Patti (815) 498-6025 if you have questions, 
events, updates, or suggestions.  Be safe…Ride 
Safe.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families.  
Always be thankful for all we have especially Faith, 
Family, Friends.   
 
Submitted by Linda Oleson, Publicity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures: 
Open Roads 

ABATE mem-

bers at Blue Col-

lar Bikes for the 

LaSalle/Putnam/

Bureau Counties 

Toy Run – Cliff 

Oleson, Bill & 

Sally Kolb, Brent Martin, Bruce Littlebrant, Tim 

Castanedo, Kevin & Patti Smith, Rosan Acosta. 

Summer Book par-

ticipants who got all 

62 stamps – Craig & 

Mary Jo Cuchra, 

Keith Stengler, Fred 

Chaffer, Mitch 

Busch, Tracey 

Supan, Frank 

Lorang, Diana Re-

bechini, Cliff Ole-

son, Joni & Frank 

Beierlotzer, Steve Gilbreth, Bonnie & John Paken-

ham.  Not pictured Phil Lane. 

Summer 

Book cash 

prize win-

ners includ-

ed Tracey 

Supan (2nd 

place for 

$600) and 

Nickie 

Warmac 

(1st place 

for $800) with Cliff Oleson, Sharyl Mataya, and 

Kevin Smith.  Not pictured Jeff Walters (3rd place 

for $400).   

October 14 dinner run 

to Cherry Red Roasters 

in Dwight was good 

food and company – 

Bob & Cherie Mauer, 

Cliff Oleson, Diana 

Rebechini, Rosan 

Acosta, Mike Fagan, Kevin & Patti Smith. 
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It certainly looks like fall is here, but being 

the eternal optimist I still hope for a few 

more days of riding weather. I’m hoping 

our Costume Cruise went well on October 28. It depends which 

weather report you listen to as to what the weather will be. 

In a public service announcement from Roger Larson he urged 

all the Men of ABATE go get checked out for prostate cancer. 

The end of October marks 25 years since he was diagnosed with 

it and had surgery. He had no symptoms and it was found 

through a work physical. Early detection is the key to a cure. I, 

for one, am really glad to have Roger around in the Chapter the 

last 25 years. 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, so ladies, don’t for-

get to take care of the girls, too. 

We want to send HUGE Get Well Hugs and Prayers to Angie 

Poage. She dumped her bike in her driveway and got trapped 

under it. She received a debilitating burn on her foot. She has 

posted a few pictures on Facebook, and it is a very nasty looking 

burn with a lot of nerve pain. If you know Angie give her a shout 

out on Facebook, or send her a text. 

Beth Buisker has been appointed to fill the remaining term of 

Webmaster. Chris Zimmerman resigned the position. She is 

learning the ropes, so give her some time to learn the system. Go 

to www.freeportchapterabate-il.com to see the website 

We held our Bark at the Moon Run on September 28. It was a 

really nice Fall day and we had 17 riders. Tim Winquist won 1st 

place, Roger Larson won 2nd place, and Coleen Pfile won 3rd 

place. We also signed up 1 new member who got to ride the run 

for free. 

October was the end of the “Mann-iac” Summer Tour. We drew 

our cards at the October meeting and Roger Larson won 1st 

place. He was the only rider to make all 24 stops. Derik Earlen-

baugh won 2nd, and Diane Paulsen won 3rd. Congratulations to 

all the winners. If you have any ideas for stops for next year 

please get them to me so we can include them. 

We have one Burger Run left this year on 11/11/23. It is to the 

Wayside Inn in Freeport. Meet @ 6pm and have fun. They will 

resume in January after all the holiday festivities are over. 

Our Chapter also voted to move the January meeting to January 

14th, 2024 because the State Seminar falls on our meeting day. It 

will still be at the Freeport Eagle’s Club. Katie reported that she 

has talked to the manager of Riviera Park and we are all set for 

our summer meetings at the park starting in May. 

We will be having our Chapter Christmas party after our Decem-

ber Chapter meeting at Big O’s on December 17,2023. The date 

on the early flyers is wrong and is being changed. There will be 

a potluck dinner. Bring your best dish to pass. We will have a 

signup sheet at the meeting so everyone doesn’t bring the same 

thing, but if you don’t signup just bring your best dish. We will 

also be having a bake sale, a 50/50 drawing, and our world fa-

mous “White Elephant Gift Exchange”. All Chapter members, 

and their guests are welcome, and encouraged to come and have 

a day of celebration. 

Cleaver attended the “Meeting of the Minds” in Pennsylvania in 

September. He won several awards for all his hard work as our 

Illinois MRF representative. Thank you, Cleaver, and CON-

GRATULATIONS. He commented that it was a very wet ride 

home. 

The Chapter has voted to do a few more gun raffles. We will be 

selling 150 tickets for a Springfield Armory Hellcat Pro OSP 

gear up package 9mm with a 3.70 barrel, 15+1 capacity, overall 

black finish, serrated/optic slide and adaptive textured polymer 

grip. Includes 5 magazines and a range bag. We will hold the 

drawing as soon as all the tickets are sold. If you want a ticket 

get with Beth to get them. They go fast. 

Safe Travels. 

Becky 

Fall has definitely arrived in our re-
gion.  Be sure to watch our for deer 
on your autumn journeys. And listen 

to the Sterling and Dixon radio stations.  Some of our members 
have done some fall PSA spots.   
 
I don't have a lot to say about anything, but have a nice jumble 
of items this month.  So here goes:      
Our October meeting was on the 22nd at the Black Rose Saloon 
in Princeton.  We will continue with our nominations for the 
election in December.  So far it looks like most of this year's 
officers will run again.  Fortunately we are not at all like the US 
House of Reps!  Hopefully by the time this is published the 
House will become more stable.   
Speaking of officers, our president John had surgery recently 
and has recovered quickly.  I finally finished my physical thera-
py and am happy to say it went quite well.   
Our Queen of Hearts raffle got off to a rather slow start, but is 
down to 3 cards as of today (Oct 13) and there is a nice sized 
amount in it.  Hopefully our members have been supporting it 

and Nick's Tap which has let us use their place to hold it.  They 
have also added food at night for us.  So when you stop in be 
sure to thank the owner and the bar tenders for all their help 
with our fundraiser.  Our big fundraiser will be our 16th Annu-
al Swap Meet at the Elks Lodge in Dixon on February 
25th.  We will need help early, early in the morning to help set 
up as there is an event the night before.  So mark your calen-
dars and clean out your garage now and reserve a space.  We 
usually sell all our spots pretty quickly.   
 
Our December meeting will be at my garage on the 17th.  Eat 
at noon, so stop in anytime after 11 am.  I will have B-B-Q 
pork for sandwiches and provide plates and silverware. 
Please bring a dish to pass of your choice and your own 
drinks.  Meeting will be at 1:00.  Garage is heated!   
 
Kat 

http://www.freeportchapterabate-il.com
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 ***2023 meetings begin at 12:30*** 
Have you thought about how you can 
get more involved with preserving/
protecting your rights as a motorcy-

clist or off road rider?? Nominations for officers are hap-
pening now! Any member is welcome to run for any position 
in the chapter. Volunteer for a position or have someone 
nominate you. Previous officers will help guide you in your 
duties if you have questions. If you truly care about your 
rights…we need you as an officer! 

What Starved Rock Chapter has been up to:  

Sunday October 1st was the Tri-County Toy Run. It 
started at Blue Collar Bikes in Spring Valley and ended at the 
Spring Valley Boat Club. It was a beautiful day and there were a 
large number of participants! Hopefully this will help make 
Christmas special for many families. Thanks to everyone who 
helped make the event a success! 

Saturday October 7th  was The Firemen’s Car Show in 
Utica. We had a membership booth and sold State Bike Raffle 
Tickets. Thanks to Bob G. and Shane B. for helping with the 
booth. 

Sunday October 8th we were at the Burgoo Festival in 
Utica. Starved Rock Chapter member State Senator Sue Rezin 
stopped by and talked with us. She also bought State Bike 
Raffle Tickets! Thanks to Bob G and Shane B and Peggy M for 
helping throughout the long day! This is the last year that we 
will have a booth at Burgoo in Utica.    

*The meeting for October was after the deadline for the News-
letter so I will report on it next month.  

Meeting Sunday October 15th at Softails in Ladd. *     

Upcoming Starved Rock Chapter Events: 

Utica Veterans Parade Sunday November 5th. Lineup at noon 
at the carwash.  Riders must be respectful and proceed in a 
safe manner down the parade route.  

Meeting Sunday November 12th at the Kangley Inn in Kangley. 
The meeting will begin at 12:30. The kitchen will be open. 
Kangley Inn is owned by Starved Rock Chapter members Sally 
and Gary Boyd! This will be the second round of nominations 
for officers for 2024. 

Meeting Sunday December 3rd At Jamie’s Outpost in Utica.  
The meeting will begin at 12:30. The kitchen will be open. Ja-
mie’s is owned by Starved Rock ABATE members Jamie and 
Tracy Mix. The election of officers will be held at this meeting.  

For Starved Rock Chapter clothing and other items: Check out 
this site. http://Allpointsprinting.company.site Scroll down and 
you will see the Starved Rock ABATE logo. Click on the logo and 
check out what you can order directly! You may also place or-
ders with products officer Tom Brown as well. 

You may follow Starved Rock ABATE on Facebook!  

Nora Kleckner-Starved Rock Chapter Newsletter Officer 

Riding season is coming to an end, 

hope everyone had a good riding sea-

son, making new friends, and new memories to hold onto.   

The end of the season also means time again for Nominations 

and Voting for officers for our chapter, each one of these posi-

tions is very vital to our Chapter.  December meeting will be 

the time to vote, please, if possible, attend our December meet-

ing to vote for the candidate you would like to see as officers 

for upcoming year. Always keep in mind, it isn’t the officer’s 

chapter, it is each AND every member’s chapter.   

 

Recap on some of events throughout the year that Thunder 

Rock host or members attended. 

State seminar, which was held Springfield IL, some of our 

members did attend. Seminar is a time for education on 

A.B.A.T.E, A time to meet other members of A.B.A.T.E 

http://allpointsprinting.company.site/
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Hello Liberty! Here we are, November 
already, where did the year go? It 

seems like we were just enjoying the summer and all the great 
riding weather, and now its almost Thanksgiving time. Well 
one thing we have to be thankful for is all the good work put in 
by the volunteers who step up to help run YOUR chapter. Yes, 
it is that time of year where we elect new officers for the year 
2024. How about you? Are you ready to help out? Everyone 
can help in some capacity, for instance we are now planning 

our Anniversary party, how about lend a hand for our main 
fundraising event of the year? 

Help is needed in selling our raffle tickets, our t shirts, or food 
service, or just taking money at the door. Many hands make 
light the work, as the saying goes, so how about helping out? 
Liberty chapters 38th anniversary party will be held on Febru-
ary 17, 2024 at the Mattoon Moose. Music will be provided by 
Whiskey Weekend. More details will be forthcoming as we 
near the event.  

EAST CENTRAL CHAPTER REPORTS 

throughout Illinois.  Food, drinks, and socializing… Watch the 

web site for details for the upcoming Seminar, if you have the 

chance to attend, do so. 

Northwest Chili cook-off. Two of our own placed. Joan Brad-

ford got 1st place in Hot Category and Charlie Franks 3rd place 

in Mild Category.   

Thunder Rock host for the first time this year, SKY DIVE BIN-

GO, which was a success. A hundred tickets were sold for $20 

each, and the winner took home $1,000.  We are looking for-

ward to do it again this upcoming year. 

We had the Teddy Bear run, which was another success, stuff 

animals are gathered throughout the year and given to the po-

lice department to use when children are in need for little com-

fort. 

The state host the annual state party was in June, was in Peters-

burg Il, we did have 7 members that attended this year, it was 

very hot, but we still had fun…   

Thunder Rock Family picnic was in September at Weld Memo-

rial Park, was a good time, thank you to all that attended, and 

hope to see you all next year as well. 

Thunder Rock had their Fall Road clean up in October, thanks 

to all that help keep our roads clean.  Few hours out of you day 

to help keep Our Roads clean, not only help keeping our roads 

clean, but a nice feeling knowing you were part of keeping 

America Beautiful.  l will say Fall cleanup was not as bad as 

Spring clean up was. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kegels Trunk n treat will be Oct 21st, details and pictures to 

follow in next months newsletter. 

Our Christmas party and time to Vote will be December 3rd, 

please watch our Facebook events for more information.   

The member drawing in October was Jack Beck, he was not 

present, and his name was put back into the drawing. A re-

minder, at each meeting a name is drawn for one year member-

ship paid for by our chapter, however you must be present 

to qualified and an active member. 

Reminder view our Face-

book page for and upcoming 

events or changes. 

Thunder Rock 

Chapter 
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Some helpful information for getting 

your bike ready for winter storage. 

Freshen up those fluids.  That means all of them: motor oil, 

clutch, brake, and coolant. 

The reason changing fluids regularly is essential is because 

they contain contaminants from regular usage, which become 

corrosive over time and can destroy rubber seals.  In addition, 

the DOT4 brake fluid absorbs water and needs to be changed 

every two years. 

Change the oil. 

The last thing you want is your motorcycle sitting idle all win-

ter, filled to the brim with oil that’s contaminated with solvents 

and sediments.  It might not run at all if bearings have been 

corroded or damaged. 

Get a battery Tender. 

How to store motorcycle batter for winter?  Some riders rec-

ommend starting their bike every week during the winter and 

letting it run. 

A much better solution, however, is to clean the battery elec-

trodes and hook them up to a battery tender (or trickle charger) 

for the entire duration of the winter.  Not only should you use a 

battery tender during the winter, but one should be used all the 

time to help prolong battery life.  

It’ll help extend the longevity of the battery.  Harley-Davidson 

We had good attendance at our October meeting at the 
Moose, where the latest happenings in the world of motorcy-
cle rights were gone over, as well as event planning for upcom-
ing events. One of the main stays of Liberty chapter has been 
for many decades the annual making and distribution of fruit 
baskets to the local senior centers. Traditionally held at Carey 
Paxton's studio, as we are somewhat limited on funding this 
year, our funds for this were went through last year and for 
various reasons not replenished. So to keep the tradition going 
we will need some help with donations of money or fruit for 
our efforts. Please come by our next meeting at the Moose on 
November 12 for final event planning.  

Upcoming events———                                                               
October 29, Swap meet at the fairgrounds, Urbana,                 

starts at 8 am 

November 12, monthly meeting at the Mattoon Moose, 1:30 

December17, fruit basket assembly at Paxton's Perfect Image 
studio, Noon. Watch for updates, as this event is still being 
planned. 

February 17, 2024 Anniversary party at the Mattoon Moose, 5 
pm. The band is Whiskey Weekend.  

Our mailing address is PO box1502, Mattoon IL, To join or re-
new, you can send a check if you are old school, or renew 
online at abate-il.org. Still only $25.00. 

Joel W 

Well good Friday October 13th, Hey 
all State Line Riders just want to give 

you an update on some of the things 
that are going on we had our meeting on October 7th 2023 at 

The Silo Pub went very well we also had fill the saddlebags that 
morning from 9:00 till 11:30 saw a lot of people we also dis-

cussed  our officers for our 2024 year and as we discussed Tim 
S will be the President, Sonia B will be Secretary and Legisla-
tor, Lisa U will be the Newsletter Coordinator, Kelly T will be 

in charge of Products, Amy C treasure and membership, Vance 
T activity director, Crystal S will be public relations. Won't be 

long until snow starts flying to all of those who are State Line 
Rider members if you are needing your membership renewed 

see one of the State Line Riders officers, So coming up on Fri-
day November 4th we will be having a SLR Meeting at 2pm at 

the Pump in Hoopeston Illinois & Following the meeting will be 
Our State Line Riders kids Christmas auction at 5:00 p.m . Get-

ting back to November on the 24th from 5:00 to 9:00 we will be 
participating in the Watseka Wonderland parade we will get 

more details as they come we will also be participating in the 
Milford parade which will be November 26th at 2:00 p.m. we 
look forward to these days coming up spending time and trying 

to get things done for the end of the year festivities for the kids 
and having presents for them in December. Also would like to 

remind the State Line Riders we will be discussing where an 
when Our Christmas Party and Monthly meeting will be. Every-

WEST CENTRAL CHAPTER REPORTS 

           STATELINE RIDERS 

We will have our 42nd Annual Polar Bear 
Toy Run on Nov 4, 2023, sign up from 11 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at Harley’s Pub in Gales-

burg, IL. The chapter looks forward to helping the kids have a 
better Christmas with all the toys we can collect and distribute. 
We are having a float in the Veterans Day Parade on Nov 5 at 
2 p.m. We will be having our Appreciation Dinner on Dec 9th 

at 6 pm at Harley’s Pub, letting members know how much we 
appreciate all the time and help they provide during the year 
with all the activities. We are working on the 2023 calendar of 
events. Please be careful out on the roads and enjoy the riding 
season we have left for this year. 
 

Jill Randall 
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Hello Piasa Members, here is an 
update on chapter happing's the last 

two meetings we have held elections!  So, at the November we 
will elect new officers I would like to see as many new            
members there as possible! The chapter has been holding 
monthly lunch are dinner rides the latest was to Kretzer's Bar 
and Grill in Hoyleton we had 20 riders attend the lunch ride 
and enjoy the sea food Kreitzer's is famous for. The next ride 
will be to the Shoal Creek Bar and Grill in Millersburg this 
used to be a gas station   but with a new owner he has                 
remodeled the place and with the date for the ride is              

November 12 meet at the QT in Bethalto at 11am and then 
kickstands up at 11:30 if the weather is bad, I hope to see you 
there. One more thing for you at the December meeting we 
will have a small Christmas party at 5:30 before the meeting 
starts so bring a dish and let's have some Christmas 
cheer!  Last but not least we made decisions on next year's 
events and one of them is to bring back the chapter Christmas 
party!  
 
Aloha Skinny 

SOUTHWEST CHAPTER REPORTS 

October went fast. So much 
planning and preparation is hap-
pening for future events and to 

ensure a strong start to the next year for Lincoln Land. Rud-
edog and I visited the Leathernecks MC clubhouse to foster 
relationships and build a cohesive partnership for the future. 
We plan to meet with two more MCs by the end of October. 
The toy run went well and we were able to give Catholic 
Charities a great start to their giving season. Thank you to all 
that came out to support the community and helped Lincoln 
Land have another successful event. We are all important to 
the roll Abate plays in the community and in fighting for our 
rights to ensure everyone’s safety. 
 
 By now the first round of nominations has already taken 
place. Thank you to everyone who has already stepped up to 
run for an office. If you are still wanting to step up to a posi-
tion, please come to the November meeting or write a letter of 
intent and send or email it in so your name can be added to the 

ballot. The mail will be check on the day of the meeting to 
ensure all letters of intent are collected. 
 
Send to: Lincoln Land Abate 
   PO Box 5774 
   Springfield, Il. 62705-5774 
Email: 217abatenews@gmail.com 
 
 Those who signed up for the Chapter Christmas Party on De-
cember 15, 2023 at Poe’s on the Hill. We are requesting 
ABATE event or other motorcycle related photos to create a 
fun slideshow for the event. Please share photos to a thumb 
drive and get them to Rudedog or email to chapter 
email: 217abatenews@gmail.com subject line “Photos for 
party” so we can enjoy our year of fun throughout the evening 
festivities. 
 
 Sandy Cantrall 
217-891-3057 

tenders start at $39 and go up to $129. 

Buy a FOB battery to have at the ready 

While we are on the subject of batteries, if your bike won’t 

start in the spring. It may be because you need to replace your 

FOB battery. 

There’s nothing you can do about it, but your FOB battery is 

going to attempt to communicate with your bike all winter 

long.  By the time spring rolls around, you’ll invariably need to 

replace it. 

Check your tires. 

How long do bike tires last in storage?  This largely depends on 

the respective tire wear going into storage and how the bike is 

stored. 

Check their inflation with a tire gauge.  If you elect not to use a 

lift, move the motorcycle at least once a month to prevent flat 

spots on the tires. 

Inspect the Belt Drive 

Belt drives tend to be cleaner than chain drives and require 

minimal inspection and adjustment.  Before putting your bike 

away for the winter, inspect both the inside and outside of the 

belt, and looks for chips, cuts, fraying, or missing teeth. 

Prep the exhaust pipe. 

You’ll want to stuff any openings in your bike so that creatures 

don’t make their homes in them.  This is especially important if 

you’re keeping your bike outside of or in a barn. 

Just remember to remove these items before your next ride. 

Store on center-stand and/or stands if possible. 

If your bike has a center-stand, use it.  But even better would 

be to get a motorcycle stand to keep both wheels off the 

ground.  This way, you don’t have to rotate the wheels to avoid 

flat spots.  This motorcycle storage lift also prevents the sus-

pension from working overtime and extends the suspension’s 

lifespan. 

After you have a clean bike ready for storage don’t forget to 

cover it.  Hopefully this will help some of you that are wonder-

ing about getting that motorcycle ready for the cold winter 

months ahead. 

Store in a well-ventilated area 

Stay safe if you do ride in the winter and most of all have fun! 

Randy Pugh 

http://was.to/
mailto:217abatenews@gmail.com
mailto:217abatenews@gmail.com
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 EAST CENTRALREGION 

 

 WEST CENTRAL REGION  

 

NORTHWEST REGION 

The Black Rose Saloon 802 E Peru St  Princeton IL                          

 (815) 915-8003 **RENEWAL DUE (10/23)**                           

 

 

 

 

NORTHEAST REGION 

Johnny D’s Tee 216 Lake Ave Lake Villa IL 60064                                     
 (847) 265-7550  **RENEWAL DUE (12/23) **                                                                                                                                      

Doyle’s Pub 5604 Mill Street, Richmond IL 60071                          
 Website: Doylespub.net **RENEWAL DUE  (9/24)**                                                                                                    

Knuckleheads Tavern  Address: 108 E. North St                                   
 Elburn, IL 60119 630-365-9164 Dan & Shelly Brizek 
 Email: kheads05@yahoo.com **RENEWAL DUE (8/23)**          

A.B.A.T.E. of ILLINOIS NEWS SUPPORTING  BUSINESSES  

ABATE OF ILLINOIS NEWS SUPPORTING BUSINESS APPLICATION 

Business Name   ______________________________________________________________________       

Business Address  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Business Phone   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Business Contact Person  ______________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter and/or Region  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Fee for 1 year of  listing = $50 

Please send to:  

ABATE OF ILLINOIS STATE OFFICE        

PO Box 526  Avon IL 61415-0526  

           

Office use only:  date of first issue or renewal ____________________    

Our October meeting was held at TR's 
Place in Belleville on the 12th. 

We had a surprise guest halfway through the meeting when 
State Representative Kevin Schmidt showed up. Keven lives a 
few miles down the road and saw our post on Facebook. He 
was out collecting signatures for his ballot petition, so he 
stopped by. We gave him the floor and he spoke about the 
144th legislative district boundaries and how he decides to 
vote on bills. He stuck around for a while after the meeting 

and had lots of good conversations with our members. We had 
22 members and guests present. Our meeting was pretty rou-
tine with a motion on money donated to the state for the semi-
nar sponsors and another on the gun raffle. Whoever sells the 
most raffle tickets in the chapter will either receive a two-year 
single membership or a one-year couple. That's it for now and 
I will have a more detailed article next month after the chapter 
elections. 
Mike Gallagher 

 

All classified ads are due by 
the 2nd SATURDAY of the 
month and will run for at 

mailto:kheads05@yahoo.com


 

NOVEMBER 2023 A.B.A.T.E. OF ILLINOIS, INC. NEWS                                                                                                                                       34 

Date October 21st, 2023, MRF Report to ABATE of Illinois  

MRF Membership in the state of Illinois stands at 472 members with 137 of them laped and need to renew, Please!! Be it 

new or a renewal membership application. Please put my name in the “Referred by: blank. Thanks for your support on 

this. 

 

Please note the updated membership applications, and disregard the older one, trash them if you will, thanks. Let me 

know if you need any of the newer memberships applications. Thanks to everyone that has been keeping their member-

ship up to date, and to you new members too!  

The next Motorcycle Riders Fountation Meeting of the Minds will be in St. Louis MO, (2024) and the following year in 

Shreveport LA. (2025) More details to come.  

Many, many different things are coming after are motorcycleing life style. Will it happen in one day, one week, one year? 

It’s going to happen before you know it, or a blink of an eye. “You don’t know what you got, until its gone. Then its to 

late.”  

If you are not a member of your local SMRO, ABATE, MRF. You should become a member now. If you are a member please 

keep you membership up to date. www.mrf.org  www.abate-il.org  

http://www.mrf.org
http://www.abate-il.org
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Top 10 at 5th, with only 18 new 

members. Last year I had 109 new 

members, I kind of dropped the 

ball here some. I’ll need to work 

harder this next year.  

Mark Buckner, Dennis “Cleaver” Yeager, Kirk 

“Hardtail” Willard with the State Rep,                             

of the year award.  

 

Dennis “Cleaver” Yeager with the Top Renewal       

Member Recruiter Award. (“172”) Along with the 

other top 10 recruiter’s.  

 

I was asked if I would take a few pictures and I did. Joy 

Mack took most of the pictures, and she has a copy 

of all that I took with my camera.                       

(“Side note: Thanks to Mark Buckner, and Fredric 

Harrell for asking  me, and the rest is                                  

history as they say.”) 

Bob “Mouse” Ellinger with 
Illinois Certficate for are 
tireless efforts in fighting 
for motorcyclist rights. Den-
nis “Cleaver” Yeager, Gail 
& Ryan Hubbard, Paulette 
Korte, with the Freedom 
Fighter Award for Jim 
“Legs” Korte, and her Life-
time Achevement Award, 
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard. 
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MRF Mission Statement  

Our mission is to continue   developing an aggressive,  independent national                
advocate for the advancement of   motorcycling and its associated lifestyle which is 

financially stable and exceeds the needs of  motorcycling enthusiasts.  

  Join ABATE of Illinois                         
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! 

("Ride Safe, Ride Smart, Ride Often, Ride Home!!") 
Beowulf M.C. LTD. 1976 - Life, H.O.G. 1983 - Life 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois, 1986, Freeport Chapter,  
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois FED-PAC Committee, 
A.B.A.T.E. of Wisconsin, A.B.A.T.E. of Iowa, 
A.M.A. Charter Life Member 25 years.  
MRF member, 01/2008, MRF Illinois State Representa-
tive, 1/2020 
Dennis "Cleaver" Yeager 
14459 W. West Grove Rd. 
Forreston, IL. 61030 
815-238-6262   Cleaver1957@gmail.com  Join Us Now!                                

Our mission is to continue developing 
an aggressive, independent national 

advocate for the advancement of mo-
torcycling and its associated lifestyle 

which is financially stable and exceeds 
the needs of motorcycling enthusiasts. 

Come join us on that journey! 

 

mailto:Cleaver1957@gmail.com
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If you prefer to get the newsletter online only just let us 

know. To opt out of a paper copy that gets mailed to you 

please contact Pauli to be   removed from the mailing 

list. You can call, text or email.       

309-343-6588.           

office@abate-il.org.  

Thank  you!!!  
Thank You John Baker, State member, for your $100  
donation to the General Fund 
  
Thank You Barb & Rich Amling, Mid-State members, for 
your $1000 donation to Legislative Day 
  
Thank You Lamoine Valley chapter for your donation to 

the Bike Raffle, $31.50 

Thank You for your  
generous donations! 

Date Chapter Meetings 2023 

11/01 Richland County  

11/02 Kaskaskia Valley  Crawford County             

11/03  

11/04 So Illinois 27  

11/05 
Salt Creek, Shoal Creek, Starved Rock,   
Thunder Rock,  Peo-Taz                      

11/06   

11/07 Freedom Riders 

11/08 Will County  

11/09 Heart of Illinois,  Old River, St. Clair              

11/10  

11/11 

Piasa-Gateway, Stateline Riders,             
Lamoine Valley, Backroads                        
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE        

11/12 

Blackhawk, Central, Eastern, Freebird, 
Freedom Valley, Liberty, Windy City,       
Ten Mile Creek, Kishwaukee Valley           

11/13  

11/14 Midstate  

11/15 Chicago 

11/16 South Suburban   

11/17  

11/18 Black Diamond   

11/19 Freeport, Prairieland   

11/20  Tri County   

11/21 DuKane, Lincoln Land  

11/22  

11/23  

11/24   

11/25  Northern  Illinois 

11/26  

11/27  

11/28  

11/29   

11/30   

10/31  

November 18 E-Board meeting 

December 16 E-Board and BOD               
meetings (elections) 
Christmas Party 

ABATE State Calendar for 2023                                               

(Subject to Change) All Board Meetings will be held at the                    

Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center                                                             

625 E St. Joseph Street                                                                             

Springfield, Illinois 



 

NOVEMBER 2023 A.B.A.T.E. OF ILLINOIS, INC. NEWS                                                                                                                                       42 

ABATE of Illinois State Calendar for 2024 
(Subject to Change) 

 

All Board Meetings will be held at the  

Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center 

625 E St. Joseph Street 

Springfield, Illinois 

DATE EVENT 

January 19-21 Seminar 

February 17 E-Board and BOD meeting 

March 23 

March 24 

TBD 

E-Board meeting 

Swap Meet 

Legislative Day 

April 20 E-Board and BOD meeting 

May 4 

May 5 

E-Board 

Freedom Rally 

June 15 

June 20-23 

E-Board and BOD meeting 

State Party 

July 20 (tentative) E-Board Meeting 

August 17 E-Board and BOD meeting (E-Board Nominations) 

September ?? 

September 21 

Bike Raffle Drawing 

E-Board Meeting 

October 19 

TBD 

E-board and BOD meeting (E-Board Nominations) 
Swap Meet 

November 16 E-Board Meeting 

December 14 

December 14 

E-Board and BOD meeting (E-Board Elections) 
Christmas Party 

TBD = to be determined 
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CHAPTER ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIPCODE PHONE CONTACT INCEPTION UPDATED REG PAGE 

BACKROADS CHAPTER 410 W CHESTNUT BALDWIN IL 62217 618-443-7428 BRAD 3/1990 1/1/2023 SW  

BLACK DIAMOND CHAPTER 525 S BROAD ST CARLINVILLE IL 62626 217-710-9338 DANNY 9/1994 1/1/2023 SW  

BLACKHAWK CHAPTER PO BOX 332 E MOLINE IL 61244-0332 309-269-2355 MARVIN 7/1987 1/1/2023 NW  

CENTRAL IL CHAPTER PO BOX 1084 GALESBURG IL 61402-1084 309-368-4622  BOB 7/1985 1/1/2023 WC 31 

CHICAGO CHAPTER PO BOX 410594 CHICAGO IL 60641 708-280-6053 PAT 1/1986 1/10/2023 NE 25 

CRAWFORD COUNTY       
CHAPTER PO Box 95 WILLOW HILL IL 62480 618-455-3664 STEVE 1/1987 9/15/2023 

SE  

DUKANE CHAPTER PO BOX 188 W CHICAGO IL 60186-0188 630-618-7551 CHRIS 1/1987 1/1/2023 NE 23-24 

EASTERN ILLINOIS                
CHAPTER PO BOX 6132 CHAMPAIGN IL 61826-6132 217-898-7414 CHUCK 12/1986 12/30/2022 

EC  

EMBARRAS VALLEY              
CHAPTER 303 N LOCUST ARCOLA IL 61910 217-480-5212 SHARILYN 2/2000 1/15/2021 

EC  

FREEBIRD CHAPTER PO BOX 278 MANITO IL 61546-0278 309-840-1616 JIM 11/1993 1/1/2023 WC  

FREEDOM RIDERS CHAPTER 1241 S COLLEGE SALEM IL 62881 618-548-5695 
CLIFFORD                              
(D0G) 1/1987 1/5/2021 

SE  

FREEDOM VALLEY             
CHAPTER PO BOX 6563 PEORIA IL 61601 309-678-0554 BRUCE 10/2001 1/31/2022 

WC  

FREEPORT CHAPTER PO BOX 205 FREEPORT IL 61032-0205 815-543-0281 DAN 3/1986 1/1/2023 NW 28 

HEART OF ILLINOIS       
CHAPTER PO BOX 525 MACKINAW IL 61571-0525 309-696-0450 SONYA 6/1986 1/12/2023 

EC  

KASKASKIA VALLEY             
CHAPTER 215 E NOLEMAN CENTRALIA IL 62801 618-292-3005 TROY 4/2006 1/1/2022 

SW  

KISHWAUKEE VALLEY         
CHAPTER PO BOX 2783 LOVES PARK IL 61132 815-721-7728 LIZ 8/1989 1/1/2023 

NW  

LAMOINE VALLEY CHAPTER PO BOX 512 DALLAS CITY IL 62330-0512 319-759-2459 JOE 6/1988 1/1/2021 WC  

LIBERTY CHAPTER PO BOX 1502 MATTOON IL 61938 217-232-8467 HENRY 2/1987 1/1/2023 EC 30-31 

LINCOLN LAND CHAPTER PO BOX 5774 SPRINGFIELD IL 62705-5774 217-622-9275 
DWAYNE                       
(RUDEDOG) 10/1986 1/1/2023 

WC 32 

MID-STATE CHAPTER PO BOX 531 TAYLORVILLE IL 62568-0531 217-561-6138 GREG 3/1993 1/20/2023 EC  

NORTHERN ILLINOIS        
CHAPTER PO BOX 496 LAKE VILLA IL 60046-0496 847-533-8349 RICH 10/1986 1/1/2023 

NE  

OLD RIVER CHAPTER PO BOX 182 SHELBYVILLE IL 62565-0182 217-774-5883 LARRY 2/1987 1/20/2023 EC  

OPEN ROADS CHAPTER PO BOX 428 SANDWICH IL 60548-0428 630-552-3828 CLIFF 1/1992 1/1/2023 NW 26-27 

PATHFINDERS CHAPTER PO BOX 92 MT STERLING IL 62353-0092 217-257-6818 BILL 2/2008 3/1/2019 WC  

PEO-TAZ CHAPTER PO BOX 5936 PEORIA IL 61601-5936 309-989-2225 DAVE 10/1986 1/20/2023 WC 31-32 

PIASA-GATEWAY CHAPTER PO BOX 363 E ALTON IL 62024-0363 618-696-2273 MELONY 10/1986 1/1/2023 SW 32 

PRAIRIELAND CHAPTER 
1901 RAILROAD 
AVE DECATUR IL 62526 217-521-9547 JEREMY 4/1987 1/1/2023 

EC  

RICHLAND COUNTY         
CHAPTER PO BOX 121 OLNEY IL 62450-0121 618-837-0561 TONY 4/2012 1/1/2021 

SE  

SALT CREEK CHAPTER 720 N KANKAKEE LINCOLN IL 62656 309-825-7363 GERALD 1/1993 1/20/2023 EC  

SHAWNEE HILLS CHAPTER 339 BASSETT RD 
ELIZABETH-
TOWN IL 62931 573-587-2375 STEVE 4/1993 2/1/2022 

SE  

SHOAL CREEK CHAPTER PO BOX 254 IRVING IL 62051-0254 618-292-5505 CHRISTY 4/1987 1/1/2022 SW  

SOUTH SUBURBAN CHAPTER PO BOX 281 CHICAGO RIDGE IL 60415-0281 708-516-6591 DAISY 10/1986 1/1/2022 NE 24 

SOUTHERN IL CHAPTER 27 705 N BROWN ST BENTON IL 62812 618-927-2061 LORI 11/1987 1/20/2023 SE  

ST CLAIR COUNTY CHAPTER PO BOX 235 FREEBURG IL 62243-0235 618-791-5033 MIKE 5/1991 1/15/2023 SW 33 

STARVED ROCK CHAPTER 2386 500 N RD TOLUCA IL 61369 815-488-1538 DON 10/1997 1/1/2023 NW 29-30 

STATE LINE RIDERS       
CHAPTER 114 N WALNUT MILFORD IL 60953 815-867-0797 TIM 12/2002 2/4/2022 

EC 31 

TEN MILE CREEK CHAPTER 
1325 W OAK PARK 
DR DECATUR IL 62526 217-620-1707 

SCOTT                
(SCOOTER) 4/2017 1/1/2023 

EC  

THUNDER ROCK CHAPTER 6131 N KNOLL ST 
MONROE CEN-
TER IL 61052 815-978-9210 BOB 2/2000 1/1/2023 

NW  

TRI-COUNTY CHAPTER PO BOX 1513 JACKSONVILLE IL 62651-1513 217-320-7330 JEFF 8/2004 1/20/2023 WC  

TWIN RIVERS CHAPTER 
813 LAKEWOOD 
GREEN DR DIXON IL 61021 815-440-6018 JOHN 4/1987 1/22/2023 

NW 28 

UNION JACK CHAPTER 163 KATHLEEN RD DuQUOIN IL 62832 618-528-5513 BRUCE 11/1994 11/10/2017 SE  

WILL COUNTY CHAPTER PO BOX 2488 JOLIET IL 60434 815-210-3134 
DAVID                    
(PINK) 4/2003 1/1/2022 

NE 22 

WINDY CITY CHAPTER 8720 S ESSEX CHICAGO IL 60617 773-877-5751 MARSHA 4/2011 8/1/2020 NE  

To opt out of a paper copy that gets mailed to you please contact Pauli to be removed from the mailing list.                   

You can call, text or email.  309-343-6588.    office@abate-il.org    

ABATE of Illinois and Social Media  

Twitter @abateofillinois  

Instagram (@abateofillinois)               

Facebook (@ABATE4IL              

   

 YouTube Channel    

mailto:office@abate-il.org
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ABATE OF ILLINOIS NEWS SUPPORTING BUSINESS APPLICATION 

Business Name   ______________________________________________________________________       

Business Address  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Business Phone   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Business Contact Person  ______________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter and/or Region  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Fee for 1 year of  listing = $50 

Please send to:  

ABATE OF ILLINOIS STATE OFFICE        

PO Box 526  Avon IL 61415-0526  

           

Office use only:  date of first issue or renewal ____________________    
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PO Box 526   

Avon IL 61415-0526 

 


